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Reſuming from * very 3 trouble you wo fo me- 
. ritoriouſly taken with regard to the Poor Laws, that 
any thing on that, ſubject may not be unacceptable to 
hun Ci male free to ſend vou copy of. ſome rules J have 
drawn up for the 1 and regulating of an houſe for 
the relief and employment of the Poor of a pariſh in chis coun - 
wy, where I have ſome little property, aud for governing of the 
Poor of the ſaid pariſh ; e witl a ae View of 
ſeveral other different Poor-Houſes. 
The laboripus talk you have undertaken, will Flat! you to 


at: anſwers you may think proper to aſk. , 1 mylelf have ob- 


"rained a few, as you will ſee by the comparative vie w. I 
wiſh this view had been more perfect, but it is made from the 
Would ou take the trouble to 
ſend the queries to any Pour -Houſes, vi hope you will receive 
ſatisfactor y anſwers, and ſuch as will furniſh you with ſome 
hint or other which may be worth the inquiry, 
- There certainly, is a great defect in the Poor Lavi, or in 
the execution of them, or ſome how or another. As the pre- 
ambles to ſome of the ſtatutes recite, the Poot have, in- 
deed, of ghar: Kranke, inerenſed.· From the trifles for- 
" » ee the hired mer 
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beſt account 1 could obtain. 


P The 2 R1¹ progreſs of the Poor Ratex is pretty aids arb! in TY 
bouring town of Hull. You know the ad I 7..£mpoweis every pariſh, t wn- 
ſhip or place, 10 fo parghoſe or hire any 22 te cont rad with any perſon, for the 
maintainin employing their Poor. Long before this viz. in 9 & 10 W. III. 
the town of Hull competing the ſame idea, in port, applied for, and obtained, an 


Ad ere: erecting a Workbauſe, In which Act, beſides authoriſing a ſum 
not excceding aoool. to be raiſed in eight years, ſot the purpoſe of making proper 


buildings and ereRions, a power was.contained to raiſe any weekly, moythly, or other 
aſſeſſments, for the maintenance of the Foor, no/ exceeding what had been paid in the 
aid trwn, towards the maintenance | the Por tber c in any one of, the then three laſt 
Fears. In the eighth year of the reign of Anne, another AQ, — Y Thar he 
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merly raifed” by eher tattons from the pulpit, the b 

Rates are raiſed to the aihazing ſum of between two and 
three millions yearly.* A, ſum far beyond the example 
of any other country. They even ekceed the ſum raiſed by 
the land-tax for all England, including Wales and Berwick 
upon Tweed; the land tax, at 4s: in the pound, being 


only 1,989,673. 78. toad, But what is moſt remarkable, 
it is ſaid, that notwithſlanding this, and dotwithſtanding all 
other public and private charities, there is more diſtreſs 


amongſt the Poor in England than any where in Europe. + 

My Lord Kaimes ſays, that the eſtabliſhing a legal proviſion 
fot the Poor. has not only increaſed the price of labour, by 
incteafing idleneſs, and an unwillingneſs to work for ordinary 
wages, | but he dates even the diſtreſſes of the Poor from 
the very laws which were mad for their: relief. This is a 


| paradox ; but hear what he ſays :$ “The Engliſn Poor Laws 
4 


are productive of evils ſtill mote deplorable than increaſing 
tc the price of labour, &c. they are ſubverſive both of morality 
c and induſtry.” This is a heavy charge, but no leſs true than 
« heavy. Fear of want is the only effectual motive to induſtry 


with the labouring Poor; remove that fear, aud they ceaſe 


: - ; 77 IF". . . "TH" þ 
ti to be induſtrious The ruling paſſion of thoſe Who live 
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8 enen PASE IEEE 1 rere 
4 Poor had incteaſed, and the yearly aſfetfments had fallen ſhort of anſwering the 
© neceſſity of the Poor,“ enabled the Corpotation to aſſeſs any further ſum or 
ſams of money annually, not exceeding 1301 per ann. in the 15th year of 
G. II. the Corporation were obliged to get another Act to empower them to raiſe 
any ſum or ſums of money, not exceeding 


4 


ſum of 650l. And by u fourth Act, in the 28th year of G. II. their power 
* 


vas ſtill further extended to a ſum not * 1000. per ann. And if they 
had not in the ſame Act providently authoriſtd the Mayor and fix Aldermen, or 
eight Aldermen, without the Mayor, on a repreſentation by the Governor or De- 
puty Governor, and not leſs than 19 of the Guardians of the Workhoule, to raiſe 
hill more than Vol. per ann they mult have been obliged to have bad a fi/th AG 


of Parliament; for in the laſt year, they have actually raiſed no leſs a ſum than 
© $6641; But mark the exact progreſs every year for the laſt fix years, viz, 


„ From 1776 to 1722 (C.. 1144 per Annum, 
Wo, | n % ˙— et LA 
; % | 

5 1779 — 1780 4,03, BS erde ge 
. 1780 — 178111 14560 ; 


| 1781 — 1782 * Binge” 1664 \s 4 1 
N. B. At Hull the Poor are maintained af the' general expence without any con- 


track, and they have a frumerous Out. Poor, tipon a medium one hundred and 
eig hey weekly, to ſome of whom they allow as bigh as three ſhillings per week. 
3 | 


; Lord Kaimes's Sketches, vol. ii. p. 39. and Mr: Gilbert's Plan, p. 1. 
_ Authot of Angeloui's Letters.—f Lord | 
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1 { % by a 


in any one year in the whole, the 


Kaimes's Sketches, p. 41,—9 Ibid. 


the Poor. An | 
«contrived myſt the Engliſh charity-laws be, when their con» © 
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i Willy Ladopg J to fare nee 157 Heir childret; and 


to ſupport themſelves in old age; ſtimulated by a deſire of 


accompliſhing theſe ends, they are 7 induſtrious. 


Now what worſe can malice invent againſt-fach a man, un 
* der colour of friendſhip, than to ſecure bread to him and his 
children whenever he takes a diflike to work ; which effec- 
** tually deadens his ſole ambition, and with it his honeſt in- 
% duſtry ? Relying on the e of a proviſion ag oft want, 
% he relaxes pgradyally till he ſinks into idleneſs; idleneſs 
«leads to .proflipacy : profligacy begets 'diſezfes ; and the 
«ywretch becomes an object of public charity before be has 


e run half his courſe. Such are the genuine effects of the 
8 Fe Engliſh tax for the o9r, under A miſtaken notion of 
charity There never was known in 1. 8 2 


* fcheme for the Pocr more contradiftory to found policy, 
„Might it not have been foreſeen, that, to a groyeling 
*"creature, who has no ſenſe of hongur, and ſcarce atiy of 
« ſhame, the certaiuty of maintenance would proye an irre: 
* ſiſtable temptation to idleneſs and debauchery? How few 


„% Engliſh manufacturers labour the whole week, if the work 
of four or five days affords them maintenance? Is not this 


6 demonſtration, that the malady of idleneſs is widely 
ce ſpread :? He then mentions the immoral effects of public 
charity, by deſtroying the affeQion.betwixt parent .and child, 
and by extinguiſhing the virtue of charity amongſt the rich; 
with whom, there is this inſuperable objection to giving charity, 
that what they give is only a relief to the Parifh, and not to 

| T My Lord Kaimes adds, Wondet fully ill 


te ſequences ate to ſap the foundation of voluntary. charity; 
* to deprive the labouring Poor of their chief comfort, that 
of providing tor themſelves and children: to relax 11 
« affection betwixt parent and child; and to reward, iuſtea 

& of puniſhing, idleneſs and vice.” Again; Page 45, Of 


the many propoſals that have been publiſhed for reforming 


„ the Poor Laws, not one has pierced to the root of the evil, 
*© None of the authors entertain the ſlighteſt doubt of a legal 


© proviſion being neceſſary, though all our diſtreſſes ariſe e vi- 


% dently from that very cauſe. 1 ravellers complain of being 4 
«infeſted with an endleſs number of besen: in every as oF 
% town; a very different ſcene from what they meet with in 


Holland or Switzerland, How would it ſurprize them to 


« be told, that this proceeds from an oyerflow of charity in 
„ « the 
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i nor do Fry expect any from us, Wiſely, therefore, is it or- 
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"AF... 


*<,the, good people of England * Then, afier ſpeaking af 


: 5 : 
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other inſtitutions, viz. a Workhoaſe for ning 
ſtitute orphans and begging children, Foundh 
Charity Schools, and ſome others, he adds, 


to Jabour de- 
ng Hoſpitals, 
hat then is 


* 
1 


to be the reſult of the foregoing bis a9" HAR 2 * 1 
egal eſtabliſhment for 


fett of invention that a good 
« Poor is not yet diſcovered? Or is it impracticable to make 
© any legal eſtabliſhment, that is not fraught with corruption? 
« T inclinie to the latter, for the following reaſons, no leſs ob- 
« vious than ſolid, that in a legal eſtabliſhment for the Poor, 
« 0 di ſt iuction can be made between virtue and vice; and 
* conſequently, that every ſuch eſtabliſhment mut be a pre- 
*© mium for idleneſs. And where is the neceſſity, after all, of 


18 


ce any public eſtabliſhment ? By what unhappy prejudice 


_ © have people been led to think, that the Author of our Na- 


E-, 


te ture, ſo beneficent to his fayourite creature Man in every 


„ other reſpect, has abandoned the indigent. to famine and 
« death, if municipal law interpoſe not? We need but inſpe& 
te the human heart to be conyinced, that perſons in diſtreſs 
te are his peculiar care. Not only has he made it our duty to 
« afford them relief, but has ſuper- added the ſon of pity 
© to enforce the performance of that duty. This branch of 
ic our narure-fulfills, in perfection, all the ſalutary purpoſes of 
charity, witk out admitting any one of the deplorable evils 
“that a legal proviſion is, fraught with. The contrivance, 
« at the ſame time, is extremely ſimple; it leaves to eve 


% man the objects, as well as the meaſure, of his charity, 


* No man eſteems it a duty to relieve wretches reduced to po, 
verty by idleveſs and profligacy They move not our pity ; 


« dered by Providence, that charity ſhould, in every reſpec, 
* be voluntary, to prevent the idle and profligate from de- 


pending on it for ſupport.“ 


„This plan is, in many reſpects, excellent. The exerciſe 
4% of charity, when free from compulſion, is extremely plea. 
« ſant, The pleaſure, it is true, is ſcarcely felt when charity 
is rendered unneceſſary by municipal law; but were that 
law laid aſide, the gratification of pity would become one of 
% our ſweeteſt pleaſures. Charity, like other affectiuns, is 


( invigorated by exerciſe, and no leſs enſeebled by diſuſe. 


4c Providence withal hath ſcattered benevolence amongſt the 
| : . a * x 1 p =o | 7 CY. 
a 20 Sons 


* Lord Kaimes's Sketches, vol. ii. p. 5. 
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e obſtruction of municipal law, ſeldom is there e, 
« gbdurate as to 1 * e impul of ere when a — 2 
per object is pre a weil reguls ted, honed 
promoting induſtry and vg the perſons who need _ 
e pity, are nat many; and ſuch perſans may, wich aſſurance, 
46 en nd on the c arity of their ee 1 
* at the ſame time, be 2 5 N 1 4 thoſe 
* who ke 1 1 would be mare, comfo 1 om provided ied. far 
by the plan of Providence, than by any.le 
4 \ Creatures, loathſome N diſeaſe or — ER e — 7 
in a Poor-Houſe, and have little chance for life, without 
70 more care and kindligeſs than can be boped for from Sy ag | 
L. ; Fengered callous by continual, ſcenes of miſery... 1 
n the other hand, the conſequences of voluntary — 
7 0 agreeable. x0; the giver and receiver. Lhe kindly 
« conneRtion. it forms between, them, grows ſtronger, and 
nt ſixonger by reiteration,; and ſqualid poverty, far from 
© being an jon, a Ya a degree of pity, propectioned 
44 2 the diſtreſs... It may happen for a wonder, that an indi- 
nt perſon is oyer-looked ;. but for one who, will ſuffer 


52 o 4 ge negled, gte ſuffer by compel ed charity, 
9 ce 


t what I inſiſt on with peculiar , ſatisfaction | is, that 
10 natural charity is zn date ſupport to virtue. Indigent 
4, virtue can never fail of relief, becauſe it never fails to i in- 
« flame compaſſiom. Indigent vice, on the contrary raiſes 
ec 4 pen e more than pity, and therefore can have little 
+ prolpett. of relief. What a glorions incitement to induſtry 
and virtue, and how diſcouraging to idleneſs and vice! 
9 it is, that ſo beautiful a ſtructure ſnould be 
© raifed to the ground by municipal law ; which in providih 


I for the poor, makes no diſtinqtion between virtue and vice. 
„The execution of the poor laws would indeed be impracti- 


© cable, were ſuch a diſtinction attempted, by enquiring into 
* the conduct and character of every Pauper. Where are 


A judges to be found who will patiently. follow out "ſuch a 


6c dark and intricate expiſcation? To accompliſh the talk, a 
«© man muſt abandon every other concern,” 


If then the eſtabliſhing a certain permanent An for 


te poor by law, has deftroyed private charity, and with it, 


the incitement to frugality and induſtry, the refuge for com- 
fort in old age; idleneſs, the parent of poverty, it is to be 


| feared hath been till further foſtered by tae manner = which 


- 
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bs cumbent, a third for the fabric G the church, and the fou 


| 15 been, the conſequence ? Has it made the Miniſters. mg 


Md ih tad 


Wie law hath been executed; ” T mean, by the facility of ob. 
taining relief; Mayiſtrates; from 7 wa aken notivn 15 cha- 
rity: ;" and by verſeers of the' Po r, from inattention, or 


the extreme difficulty of” doing 0 et Wife, not 7 


diferiminating oftentimes dere thoſe Who are 1unab 
to work, and thofe who ate able. Moqdeſt impotence, it 4 
to by hoped, will have few "adverſaries : But, When, in 
experience; it has been found, chat the la has been ſo far 
ted , that, inftead” of relieving real impotency, it 
ath too commonly been” niade to wn F indolence and im- 
pudence; and that, inſtead of relieving, it muſt neceſfarily 
occaſion diſtreſs, by ſyperinducing idleneſs and poverty, vice 
and diſeaſe it ſurely calls aloud for redreſs. And eſpecially 
when it js conſidęered that the benefit intended is not 
only transferred 0 A * meaſure from the impoter 
to the impydent, (by which, inſtead of 890g, is a EK 
rest eyn) but bes deſign is ſo totally peryerted, an 
Poor are fo totall depraved, that” 1 imp Adenice is 
even oftentimes accompanied by jnſoſence. T0 every one 
who has made the leaſt obſefvation, this is s exceeding; obvis 
ous; but the difficulty has been how to remedy i A poory 
tiouſs ſeeins to be the moſt likely method. her ſeems to 
be the touchſtone to come at the truth. If the Poor be in 


real want (and none bit perſons in real want ought to aſk 


relief) they will be ad of an legal means of "applying 
that want. If, on the other hand, their demand be not 
foundey' in real 8 oe wIl 25 relief at the or- 

lined, vet 
eee 


* „ The he lie wa etabliſhedent # for the . en is 
fomewhat ſingular, . Formerly, the “ tithes of the pariſh, were diſtributed ina 
* four- fold diviſion ; one for the uſe of the Biſhop, another to provide ſor the i 

ok for the fu ſupper of 
$* tbe. Poor. And it is alſo remarkable, that the laws which have heen mad 
relating to the parochial Poor or and the parochial Clergy, havę bpth; in their con- 
quences, proved ſo prejudicial obs intended for the benefit of. the parochial 
Poor have defeated their own purpoſe, by difcouragitig induſtry, and of courſe 
promoting poverty. Have the laws for the parochial C * better? Have 
not they alto defeated their own purpoſe? To ſtimulate t to 
induſtry and zeal in their functions, our anceſtors Ties ordained that Wes 
mi t de paid % any in Holy Orders. In ſucceeding time, with leſs forehgh 
e tithes of each pariſh were allotted 40 its own particular Minſter * . 
induſtrious or mare 
amiable ? Has it not had quite a contrary effect? Inſtead 'of Nudyin the Divine 
Law, have not too many ſtudied the Law of Tithes ? And inſtead of being in- 
duſtrious and . in their parjth, have not many become indolent an ob 
noxjous, and not likely, by example, to further the intereſts of chriſtianity ? 


110 


| * this ſyſtem, the very beſt * are, ä the very worſt ſer ves? 


IF. 


argument of the Pauper or of, the Patiſh- Officers» 
87 clear 4x indiſputable fag. An'inſtance of the truth 
this was mauifeſted, when, the poor houſe was eſtabliſhed at 
„ B. in purſuance, of the rules 1 have fent you. Imme 
tely after the houſe was made ready for the reception we; 
a th five. perſons: refuſing. to come into the houſe, 
the Pariſh was dire I eaſed that means only, of zal. 148. 
per annum; which, with the ving to the pariſh by thaſe:who 
came into the poor houſe, and by ſome of the Paupers; who ſo 
dame in, going gut again to work; when the ſeverity of the 
ſeaſon is Oyer, Will be very well Worth 111. which i it coſt in 
alterations of the dwelling houſe to accommodate it to the un- 
dertaking . No 22 + 40 of the Pariſh- Officers could 
5 produced fuch an effect, And to ſhew ſtill . rh the 
rce of the argument, it is but, juſtice to declare, 
Pariſhioners imputed no fault either tothe. Magiſtrates, or = 
Pariſh-Officers,.. in relieving thoſe, who, now: refuſe 10 be 
relieved. in the poorhouſe. \ They were compoſed chiefly of 
perſons ' living, in other Prices, who. declared they could 
not live without relief, a leis they were relieved, 
they. would come home « ariſh Officers, not being] able 


2 22 contradict them, ought it Was, good economy to Jos 


them, a ſmaller ſum, and keep them where they were, 


have tbem come home, where in all probability they would 
coſt a great deal more. But now that a: poorhoufe is eſta- 
bliſhed, and the truth of their declarations is brought to the 
teſt; it ſufficiently; proves the fallaciouſneſs of them. 
Relief, for 4%, fits tin ond lame, diſeaſed, and impotent, 
and reſormation, by employment, for the able bodied, idle 
and Ne ate, ſeem to be ; | that is Wanted. 
For the firs, to wit, relief for the old „blind, lame, Iiſeaſed, / 
and impotent, the laws now in being are nr com- 
tent. 
But Whether "the: Poor ſhould he relieved. at "heir own 


homes, or at bouſes for. their as Ad different peoply, hate 
erent opinions. 


= 


To me it ſeems that it wad be beſt, both, for the pariſh 


10 for the Poor to have poorhouſes. For pariſhes ol 
| would be beſt, * 0 25 


iſt, Becauſe, confinement, and the being obliged. to alla. 
ciate with the wretched; and to be commanded- by a keeper, 
however well they may be provided for in victuals, affords 


10 "ur pleaſant aac to the N and muſt ſtimulate to 
oe | frugality 


( 16 * 


wöbfigente to tdemſelbes im old age. 

40% Berauſe it will greatly take away as pes 5 
alt yeſhef when it ik hot needle. The grievance in this re- 
et Harh been fo ſeverely felt in almoſt all populous Pariſhes 

in large towns; where euch individual is not ſo well tn 
as in the county, that they have all, almoſt univerfally, 
ſought relief in a Ppor-Houſe and 1 belle ve, 2 505 1 14 in 
ow it has Happened that it has failed. 

; diy, The Poor may be provided for at id leſs eee 0 
| 001 vely; than inditidually; and erer pa when it is con- 
figered that, at their d homes, a great part of their allow- 
3 6 in beufe rent, fring, and clothes.” z. 
muy, Bectufe 'the vffice of Gee is fluctuating, 
aca filled by ignorant perfons, who care very lit 8 wy 
ir be flubhered ober; Whereas, a monthly meeting of the! in- 
hüäbitänts unt a Poor Houſe, on a Sunday fer afternoon's ſer- 
vice, when the inhabitants having little or nothing to do, 
Would de likely to attend; olf ab it were, ;odically 
| imd up the machine, give permarient adwce and! direction, 
1 und be a means of correctiri many abuſes, which at preſent 
urn from ignerance, inattefftion, wait of care, and otherwiſe. 
And laſtly,” Becatiſe reafon; and” theexperichce, Which has 
6 — bad in many placed, ſtrongly evinck, that by haeing a 
pobtliouls; it would gheatly leſſen the number of the Poor. 
10 be ſure it is difficult to eſtabliſh" ay general rule With ⸗ 

out an exception And inſtances may oceur. where it m 

8 improper to make uſe of the Pobr-Houſe: | Stuck as 

nel poor” &ny from ſyme ſhort temporaty cauſe,” as 

— or a wait of ' work in winter, it 'wonld be im olitie_ 

force to break up houſe -keepiri ant" go into the Pobr- 

8 induſtrious man, With a numerous family of 

children, might moſt likely with a little aſſiſtance from tlie 

be much better em ployed: both for himſelf and the pa- 

inn at bis own-home, than in the Por- Hufe: I mean with 

more ſatisfaction to bimſelf, with more rofit to the commu? 
nity, and with leſs txpence to the Pardſt Nor would it be 

proper perhaps, to- ſend to the Sberbsctlef unf) ſickly, or im. 

potent perſons that have friends to tale care of them, or 

perſons who have 245 etter days, and have deen reduced 

to Want; not through any miſcondyR, but misfortune.” Fot 
theſe,” and ſuch others as have formerly been induſtrious, 
bo (cop and ar nan and have, rat ficknefs, old 
At. | ; | age, 
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age, or other unavoidable neceſſity, become poor, would it 
not be a good method for the Qverſeers of the Poor, in aid 
of the pariſh bounty, and by way of pre-eminence, to affix 
their names upon the church door of the pariſh, for the infor- 
mation of ſuch well - diſpoſed erſons, as might wiſh to deal 
their charity to the deſerving ? But to other parts of the Poor, 
ſuch as % old, the. blind, the lame, the diſeaſed, and the 
helpleſs, being unable to work, and having no -friends 10 
take care. of: them, a_ houſe where they would be regularly 
provided for and taken care of, one would think muſt be 
agreeable to them. I am happy to be able, upon this head, 
to ſpeak with ſome degree of certainty ; for ſince the poor- 
houſe was eſtabliſhed at B B. for which pariſh the rules I 
Tend yon were drawn, I touk an opportunity of going” to it, 
and of making inquiry of each individual pauper how they 
liked their ſituatiop, and was exceedingly glad to find one 
and all expreſs great ſatisfaction with their treatment—and 
how can it be wondered at? At home, beſides. food, they 
would haye rent, firing, and cloathing, to provide for; ſo 
that a ſeemingly more ample, would in reality be a more 
ſeanty allowance than that at à poorhouſe. Then the re- 
gularity of the one, and the irregularity of the other, is 
alſo to be regarded. In a poorhouſe they would have 
their meals regularly, and would have no want. At home 
with their lite pittance, if it ſerves, the fore end of the 
week, the latter end of it they are ſtarved. For fuel in the 
country, they break hedges,. and for food, they muſt either 
beg or ſteal, And in ſuch caſe, what ſays the Marquis de 
Beccaria; that the puniſhment of a crime cannot be juſt, if 
„the law bath not taken proper precantion to prevent it.” 
And with reſpe& to the 12 and prafſ i gate, a poorhouſe is 
certainly the moſt proper for hem. There they may he 
made uſeful. At leaſt they may be kept from wicked courſes. 
T's pay them, is certainly not the way to reform them. 
Lord Kaimes (Sketches, vol. ii. p. 57.) ſeems to think, 
that if one half of the money for the relief of the Poor was 
raiſed by a tax, and the other half by voluntary contribu- 
tion, and a roll was to be ach of the Poor, and every pro- 
fligate, male or female, was excluded therefrom, the Poor 
would daily diminiſh, fo as in time to be ſafely left upon vo- 
lunrary, charity, without necelſuy of any tax, But, (ſays 
. hey mull wiſerahle wretches, reduced to poverty by idle- 
*neſs or intemperance, be, in a Chriſtian country, aban- 
enen 
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„ doned to diſeaſes and famine? It is this very argument, 
% ſhallow as it is, that has corrupted the induſtry of England, 
and reduced, multitudes to diſeaſes ard famine,” Bur yet 
he ſeems virtually to fecommend workhouſes; for he ſays, 
„ thoſe who are able to work, may be locked up in houſes 
f correction, and fed with bread and water, but with li- 
% berty of working for themſelves.” Even, (ſays he) at 
the hazard of loſing a few lives by neglect or overſight ; 
common begging ought abſolutely to be prohibited. The 
% moſt profligate are the moſt impudent, and the moſt expert 
at feigning diſtreſs. If begging be indulged to any, all 
« will ruſh into the public: idlers are fond of that wander- 
ing and indolent ſort of life; and there is no temptation to 

% jdleneſs more ſucceſsful than liberty to beg... 
Barr. on the Statutes, p. 480. differs in opinion with Lord 
Kaimes, teſpecting a legal eſtabliſhment for the Poor. As 
% for that ſupport, (ſays he) which may ariſe from voluntary 
* contributions, it is but a moſt precarious maintenance; and 
ſuppoſing the Gentry of a pariſh to be of humane diſpo- 
« ſitions, Which is often contradicted by the fact; yet during 
« minorities, or other neceſſary abſence of the men of pro- 
«« perty, this uficertain ſubſiſtence entirely fails. It may be 
« obſerved alſo, that in many pariſhies of England and Wales, 
« there is no inhabitant of any confiderable fortune or 
„ eſtate.” Again, Laws have been enacted in many other 
„ countries, Which have puniſhed the idle beggar, and ex- 
% horted the rich to. extend their charity to the Poor: but 
« jt is peculiar to the humanity of England, to have made 
te their ſupport a matter of obligation and neceſſity on the 
% more wealthy.” Again, I hefe ſtatutes, it is hoped, 
« ſtand van ſuch wiſe and humane principles, that they will 
© not eaſily nor haſtily be repealed. The principles are hat 
« every one capable of . working ſhall be employed, and 
&« that he who is incapable, ſhall be relieved and ſupported 
« by the pariſh. It ſhould ſeem therefore that a day labour- 
« er, Who hath been induſtrious whilſt his health and ſtrength 
permitted, hath as much right, when weakened by old 
« ape or ſickneſs, to a certain ſupport, as the worn-out ſol- 
« dier has to his Chelſea, or ſeaman to his Greenwich.“ 
Again, page 479. As the maintenance of the Poor is in 
% many Pariſhes attended with ſuch infinite expence to the 
* landholders, it is not to be wondered at, if thoſe who have 
« eſtates are perpetually complainipg of this ſyſtem of laws. 
| « 'The 
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The firſt anſwer, to which complaint is, that the expence 
in great meaſure, ariſes. from their own negligence in not 
« following the wiſe direction of the ſtatute ;/ and particularly, 
« as the Royal Author * adviſes by not looking to the work- 
«& houſes, which-1s-likewiſe enjoined by two proclamations of 
« Charles I. By a diligence and attention of this kind in the 
66 Magiſtiates of Cheſter, the Poor Rates have within theſe 
% few years been reduced from 18001, to 3 ol. per annum: 
* and the ſame good conſequences might be reaſonably ex- 
«« pected elſe where, from the ſame care in the management 
r PE EI: jj 

And the celebrated Author of the Spirit of Lauf, 2. 142. 
c- 29. ſays, „ The riches of a State ſuppole great induſtry. 
« Amidſt the numerous branches of trade, it is impoſſible bu 
« ſome mult ſuffer ; and conſequently the mechanic mult be in 
« 2 momentary. neceſſity. Whenever this happens, the State 
« is obliged to lend them a ready aſſiſtance; whether it be 
“to prevent the ſufferings of the people, or to avoid a rebel. 
lion In this caſe Hoſpitals or ſome equivalent regula- 
« tions. are neceſſary to prevent. this. miſery.”*” And again, 
4 2 man is not poor becauſe he has nothing, but becauſe he 
« does not work.. 2 e 


After alms, which were formerly given by the Moraſteries 


cealed to be given, by the diſſolution under Henry VIII. and 
exhortations from the pulpit were found to be ineffectual, 
the Eliz, c. 2. was made: The two main objects of 
&« which ſtatute, were, 0 relieve perſons being poor, and 
& not able to work; and to ſet to work ſuch E. poor as 
« were able and could not otherwiſe get employment.” A 


plan, ſays Sir William Blackſtone, in his admirable Commen- 
taries, vol. iv. p. 425 © more humane and beneficial, than even 


feeding and cloatbing, of millions; by affording them the 
fe means (with proper induſtry) to feed and clothe them, 
«© ſelves,” But a plan, Which, as he fays, 1 Com. 360. 
Has been in practice moſt ſhamefully negletted,” 
l heſe great authorities, and many obvious reaſons, and the 
ſucceſs yhich has attended the actual experiment in many pla- 
ces, all concur in greatly favouring of workhouſes. Even 
where they have been conducted at the greate/t expence, 
J believe the expence, (perhaps even within the Hundreds of 


Loes and Wilford, in the county of Suffolk, herein- after par- 


ticularly noticed) has been found much leſs than hen the Poor 
* King James the Firſt, N 
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were maintained at their own homes... Admittiig this to be 
the caſe, then all that is wanted is to put workhouſes under 
ſuch rules or regulations, as, in conformity to the ſtatute of 
43 Eliz,; to 2 po the impotent, and employ,” and conſe. 
quently, reform the idle and profligate. Reformation is the 
arduous undertaking ; but ſurely hard labour, cloſe confine. 
ment, and ſpare or homely diet, ot both, with ſome degree 
of corporal ' puniſhment, * if neceſſary, might be made to 
ſubdue the moſt. ſtubborn. But Lord Kaimes. ſays, that 
& No diſtinction can be made betwixt virtue and vice ; that 
it ts impradicable.—— Where, (ſays he) are judges to 


'. found, who will patiently fellow out Jacth a dark and 


«© intricate 2xpiſcation ? To accompliſh the taſk, a'mian'muſt 
« abgndon every other concern.” l But with gtezt deference 
to ſuch diſtinguiſhed talents, is the matter really impracti. 
cable? It may be ſo in large pariſhes in the Metrppolis, and 
in other great towns. But in 6005 in the country, where 
the conduct, circumſtances, hea th, and ſtrength, bf every in- 
dividual is perfectly known, Where would be the difficulty in | 
diſcriminating the old, blind, lame, diſeaſed, impbtent, un. 
fortunate, and deſerving, from the able-bodted, idle, profii- 
ate, and unruly ?. There thoſe of the firſt deſcription might 
Telly be, ſeparated from the ſecond, and With lenity to the 
one, to operate as an encouragement, and with ſeverity to the 
8 71 in order to deter, it is to be hoped the ſcheme might 
e rendered tolerably perfect. And if this method might 
rg ee n 14 E46 3975 ATE | Ty. 
really, in practice be uſed with ſucceſs in the country, Would 
it be poſlible to adopt the ſame mode in more populous pariſhes 
in great towns, by dividing the ſame into wards? F 5 7 
1 a nn eee £848 20th WIE. 4 Ta . 
b 3 1102 K150 ein wien Fern 39 een ee Suppo ing 
dome of the Poor are fo. extremely Nurdy, that ſcarcely aby treatment can 
get the better of them. For ſuch, tor peral priniſbment ſeems to be more likely to be 
eſſectual, and to be attended with leſs danger to theis health; than abridging them 
of their food. And with ſuch perſons ſome effeual method ſhould be taken, or th 
will 3 7 the reſt by their example, and conſequently deſtroy all ſubordination. 
f The Legiſlature muſt 1 think have been impreſſed with the very ſame idea 
when the 13 and 14. C. II. c. 12 reciting that the inhabitants. of Lancaſhi e, 
<< Cheſhire, Derbyſhire, Yorkſhire, Northumberland, the 4 of Dur- 
„ham, Cumberland, and Well moteland, and many other counties in England 
and Wales, by reaſon of the largeneſs of the pariſbes, could not reap the benefit of 
the act ofthe 43 Elis. enofed, That every poor and impotent perſon within 
every 1ownſhip or village, vi hin the ſeveral counties aforeſaid, ſhould be main- 
** tained and ſet gn work within the ſeveral and reſpective townſliip and village, 
* wherein he ſhould inhabit, or wherein 'he' was laſt lawfully: ſettled ; and that 
there ſhould be yearly appointed two or more Overſeers within every of the ſaid 
* townſhips or villages reſpeRtively,” By virtue of which ſtatute, 1 believe, molt 
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Suppoſing poorhouſes to be üſeful and proper, another 
queſtion ariſes, whether thoſe for a number of pariſhes united, 
a for Jingle pariſhes only, be the moſt eligible. I myſelf can« 

ot help chinking but that the uniting of - pariſhes is liable to 
E re TY C9979 97 9007 21 OE 3t; 
"xt, The firſt difficulty that occurs, is concerning the quota of 
the expence to be furniſhed by each pariſh; it ſeldom'or never 
Happening that the Poor in one patiſi bear the ſame propor- 
tion to the property that they do in another pariſh. To obviate- 
this, in ſome meaſure, you propoſe that the charge for utenſils 
and materials to he uſed in manufucture, and for furni- 
ture, and alterations or repairs of the buildinss, and for 
rent (if the houſe be rented) and for the Governor's ſalary, 
ſhall be defrayed by each pariſh, in proportion to the ſums paid 
o ſuch pariſh, of account of their Poor, on a medium of 
hree Years next preceding. But will this obviate the matter 
at all? In caſe one pariſh ſhall have been more liberal than 
another in theit allowance is money, met, cloathing, firing, 
houſe rent, medical affiftance, or qtherwiſe, it would be hard 
that, therefore, by their generoſity, they ſhould draw upon 
themſelves a perpetual burthen. And in caſe any one pariſh 
ſhould have been at a more than ordinary ex pence in ſuits 
concerning ſettlements, it does not ſeem to be reaſonable that 
they ſhould, for ſuch ſitigiouſnefs, be perpetually eaſed But 
ſuppoſing there to be no objection of thiz kind, yet is it not 
pofiibte that ſbme one pariſh might, in the three years 
proper have had an unuſual number of Poor; or, through 
ome. miltnanagement in the Overſeers of the Poor, or other- 
wiſe, might; in the three preceding years have been at an 
unuſual expente about them? If the method ot raiſing o 
an f . 8 1 : OM W434 1 $3 TI WS 


of the townſhips or villages within the ſeveral large pariſhes in the Northern 
counties, now maintain their own Poor ſevetally, and not jointly with the other 

jo paige or villages within the ſame reſpective pat iſhes.— A very ſtrong piece of 
Parliamentary evidence this againſt the uniting of pariſves. 

* A poorhouſe bein — for a pariſh, it may contain more room than 
may be neceſſary for ant ſingle pariſh, and what might poſſibly be very profit- 
1 employed, both for that and ſome other adjacent pariſu; and therefore the 
Natute of 9 G. c. 7. I. 4. piovides, that the Oterſeers of the Poor of any pariſh or 
place, where a poorhouſe is eſtabliſhed, may with the conſent of the major part 
of the inhabitants, contract, at a public meeting held on uſual notice, with the 
Overſcers of the Poor of any other pariſh or place, for the lodging, maintaining, 
or employing of any poor perſon or per ons of ſach other pariſh or place, This 
- ſeems to be à leſs objectionable method than uniting: but, if judged proper, 

would it not be as well to impower the Keeper. (with the conſent of the pariſh 
officers) to make the contract, inſtead of the pariſb officer ? * HAS 
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neous, no other rule ſhould ſurely be admitted without great 


4 


caution. A matter of ſuch, importance, as to fix a Ras 


# © = 


is commonly to be met with in every country papiſh, _ 
. . 24ly,, No building can be expected to be purchaſed or hired 


for ſo large a concern as ſeveral. pariſhes united, but a new 
one muſt be erected; apd if we may believe experience in 
like caſes, one could not expect, (at leaſt by that means) to 
make any great ſaving. Beſides, there muſt be a large num. 
ber of officers and attendants; with large ſatarzes,'ta enhance 
the reckoning. And after all, the more complicated the ma- 
chine, the leſs manageable it muſt be, and the more likely to. 
fall into diſorder and confuſio nnn th 
zdly, So much vice collected together, muſt: prove a per 
fect ſeminary of wickedneſs. A perſon only tainted with one 
| vv ys e oe Teen eee 
| | 4 3, CHOIRS 06rd 2 
In ſome private acts I have ſeen, comprehending ſeveral pariſhes the expence 
is to be raiſed by an equ | pound tate upon the whole, without diſtinction. That 
for the city of Oxford particularly recites ** that the apportioning the ſums neceſe 
« ſary for the ' ſupport and employment of the Poor in each reſpective pariſh 


«© would be attended with ou trouble and perplexity.— Though this is ap» 
parently egal, it is nevertheleſs ſos that very reaſou unjuſt, | 


— 


("27") 
vice, will become infected; nay; perhaps, quite corrupted, 
with a complication of almoſt every vice. There is ſcarcely a 

poſſibility amongſt ſuch a croud of profligacy, but the morals 
muſt be entirely ruined. f 21 
Athly, Beſides deſtroying the morals, ſuch a number of 
perſons, contaminated very likely with noiſome diſeaſes, and 
perhaps infected with filth, muſt, without very great care aud 
caution indeed, extremely endanger the health, if not deſtroy 
the lives of the Poor, by generating the malignant fever, 
commonly called the jail diſtemper, or ſome other infectious 
diſorder. N 85 | : 

And laſtly, The undertaking will have few or no attendants 

at the monthly meetings. The inhabitants of any diſtant pariſh 
or pariſhes, will not, on account of the diſtance, be likely to 
attend; aud the inhabitants of the parith where the buildin 

is ſituated, knowing that their pariſh alone will not bear the 
burthen, will not Took upon themſelves to be ſo ſenſibly af. 
fected, as when they remained ſingle ; and the buſineſs be- 
coming more burthenſome by increaſing the number of the 
Poor, they will not be ſo inclirable to take the load of the ma. 
nagement upon them. When they know the burthen is to 
be borne by fo many, there will be no attention to trifles, 
ſcarcely perhaps to eſſentials. A total careleſſneſs will enſue, 
the management will naturally fall into the hands of inte- 
reſted pere Out. Poor, through favour, will belikely to 
increaſe— parties will be made for employing ſome. particular 
perſon or perſons, for the food, firing, and cloathing. Thus 
the undertaking muſt neceſſarily be converted into party jobs 
and private views, ® And nobody will perhaps give himſelf 
much trcuble about correcting it, until the grievance is be. 
come greater than that which was meant to be remedied. The 
incorporated Hundreds of Loes and Wilford, in the county of 
Suffolk, comprehending 33 pariſhes, may ſerve for an ex- 
ample. From the' following calculation drawn from a return 
made to the Houſe of Commons in the year 1775, you will 
ſee that the maintenance of the Poor in theſe incorporated 
Hundreds, coſt about as much more per head weekly, than in 
_ ſinaller undertakings for ſingle pariſnes. 


The 


r. Burn, fays, party jobs and private views were the ruin of the poor- 
houſes at Sudbury and Colcheſter. : 1 HLSUTS Y 
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The return, ſtating that, 3 were 200® 3, | 
Poor in the houſe, at Midſummer, and 250 EY 
at Chriſtmas; ſuppoſing then the average num. . 

ber maintained in the houſe, per week, to be( 1962 3 | 9¹ 
2251 that number of poor perſons at 38. 483, N 58 
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So that it is plain the Poor are maintained in this inſlitutiqn 
at very near as great an expence per head, collectively, as it 
coſts Government for each individual private ſoldier, | There 
mult therefore be ſome fault ſomewhere. The great expence of 
'the building, and the greatneſs of the ſalaries. may perhaps 
contribute; but I fear that the principal cauſe is, the Poor are 
majntajned at the general expence,. without any contract; 
6 by which means, the food, firing, and oa are made ſubſer- 
vient to party jobs and private. vi Whatever may be 
the cauſe, thus much, however is : PR, that the mode 
of management does not er bo he. an example, very 

worthy of imitation. 
Wii rs 
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Wbefens for a ſingle parith, there can be no difficulty abvut 
the rates; the building, eſpecially if in the country, not being 
neceſſary to be large, may be genetally purchaſed or hired, * 
und, with very lite alteration, made to anſwer tlic purpoſe. 
And, if for want of propet regulation and government, the 
ſcheme. ſhould fail, it is running no riſque. In caſe the houſe 
fhoul@ have been purchaſed, it may poſſibly be ſold again 
without much loſs. Ihe ſalary is trifling, as will appear by 
the copy of the rules I have ſent you. The ſyſtem is ſimple. 
The morals are not likely to be fo much debauched, nor the 
health ſo much endangered And by monthly meetings of the 
inhabitants, every one ſenſibly affected by any extravagance, 
rty jobs and private views, profuſeneſs and waſte mult be 
very much prevented, and veconomy promote. 


Poorhouſes have: ſubſiſted in many places, for many years, 
with great reputation. T But the wiſeſt iuſtitutions, f 


improperly donducted, may éaſily fail. And, I cannot help 
thinkiug, but chat in country pariſhes. they want only ſonik 
plain exudes to go by, to make poorhouſes more univerſally 
adopted. To have none, is to ſteer without a compaſs. 
Rules equally relevant to the pariſh and to the Poor, is the 
thing to be wiſhed for. 1 have made a beginning of ſome, 
and, in your hands, I flatter myſelf we may hope for ſome 
degree e e 5 tor © 1G 095 954 
- 151-4114. 30; affa 3” 21; 2- ond 9 Gobi But 
ing or rentiog is perhaps better than purchaſing or building: The ex 
pence of purchaſibg oi building being great, and for a petmanent good, occupicts 
or tenants. perheps would think the burthen ought to fall upon the owners o 
landlords. And though the act of 9, G. c. 7. makes the majority of the inhabi- 
tants aſſemhled for the parpoſe of purchaſing, of hiring any Houſes, and contract- 
mg with any perion for the lodging, Keeping, maintaining, and; employing of the 
Poor, binding upon the whole; yer it will not perh ps often Happen that amon 
tenants at rack rent, and eſpecially in the coontry, a majotity will be foumd wil. 
£4 liog toVembark* ja ſo expenſive! atiientterprice.as either pin chaſing of building. 
And this, added to the ignorance of the method of regulating fuch an undertak- 
ing, may poſſibly be the reaſ,n why poorhouſes, fo advantageous whee they bey 
been eſtabliſhe p have not become more univerſal. here therefore a” hou 
cannot be rehted, do you think it would be proper td have à law to enable the 
majority of the Proprietors of the eſtates, in number aud value, at a par iſh · meet- 
iog, held, on proper notice, to compel the reſt of the Propnetors to contiibute 
their reſpeRiye quotas of the expence bf ny ot purehafting ! vr would it [7 
# better method in order to purchaſr or build a poorkoule, toi borrow a com- 
petem ſum pf; money for that purpoſe, on nuortgage of the Ppor Rates, as is fre- 
_ quently fo e by mortgaging drainage taxes, and to make pfoper proviſion fo 
paying o ps V, Along with'the intereſt; x certain Portion of the 'priveip; 
after the munmnet prefevibed by the act of x7 G. III. c. $4 far: the building, r 
pairing, of; purehaſing houſes, for the reſidence of We TY ce e 
I. it appears rather raſh to repeal. the act eſtabliſhing the preſent mode f 
maintaining the Pobr by contract, before it be certainly known that theorhe 
thethed of maintaining them without any contratt be better; 


t 


{(@) 
* But although à workkhouſe, and proper rules fur keeps 
ing, maintaining, employing. and ordering the Poor, and 
fot the management and ſuperintendence of the iuſtitution be 
eſtabliſhed yet, if the employment of the able-bodied, idle 
and 'ptofligare, be left uuſixed at the diſcretion of the 
Keeper, tlie iuſtitution will not ſtill be quite perfect. 
' The preſent laws may be very ſufficient to relieve the in- 
| di gent and helpleſs; whether ĩt be at their own homes, or in 
y a pourhouſe; but I tear we muſt not, from them, expect ei- 
ther employment or | reformation: for the idle and profligate. 
A houſe of correction, Where (you ſay) it appears by the 
.** returns made to the Houſe of Commons, that 2717 perſons, 
% committed to hard labour, in one year, earned only 1231. 
“ 198. id.“ Which is not one ſhilling a- piece, per ann. muſt 
be one of the laſt places in England, where one could reaſon- 
ably expect much employment. Much leſs can we expect any 
reformation in the morals of à man, debauched by ſo much 
bad company. Mr. Howard obſerves, that it is “a ſhocking 
thing to deſtroy in priſon the murals! of the priſoners.“ 
And Fielding's obſervation, I am afraid, is too true, that a 
cruninal diſcharged, having, during his confiriement, become 
a greater adept in the ſcience, generally, very ſoon: after- 
wards, becomes the head of a gang. Beſides, if poorhouſes p 
| were to become more common, a houſe of correction for the 
county would be ſoon too litilè for the reception of the nu- 
metrous idle and refractory Poor, that, as the law now ſtands, 
would be neceſſarily ſent thither. Nor ſhould we omit to 
conſider, the 2 inconvenience there might be in the re- 
motene ſt of the houſe of correction from many diſtant pa- 
riſhes, nor the danger there might be of contracting in ſuch 
a place of complicated profligacy,. with its accompanying diſ- 
eaſes, the jail diſtemper, or ſome other infectious diſorder, . 
and of ſpreading the ſame in the ſeveral pariſhes to which the 
, ̃ . ̃⅛ afobce; Jon 
Sir John Fielding, it ſeems, was of opinion, “that faſt- 
« ing is the proper puniſhment” of n And Mr. 
Hoyrard (page 72) ſays, the refractory thould be puniſhed 
« by ſolitary confinement, on bread: and water, for a time 
% proportioned to their fault.“ I do not pretend to ſay by 
what means the idle, profligate and unruly, ſhould be re- 
duced: to good behaviour; Jon moſt aſſuredly ſome. means 


might be found, that might be efficacious. - In foreign | coun- 
tries, where the poſlibility is, I underſtand, poſitively owl 
| ATEK26 8 Fi iv * Mts #7: 6 | 0 n 9 7 
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by practice; they frequently, it ſeems; illaſtrate it over the 


door- ways of their places of puniſhment, by a device of lions 
and wild-boars. yoked to waggons, to ſhew that animals the 
moſt uſeleſs, of the greateſt ſtrength, and of the moſt fero- 
cious ſavage nature, may be overcome by management 
and labour, and made uſeful And the great and good Lord 
2 Hale, ſays, « that prevention of idleneſs, and 
*« conſequently of poverty, would do more good than all the 
e gibbets, whipping-poſts, and jails in the kingdom ?” And 
true it moſt undoubtedly is, that very indifferent characters, 
by good diſcipline, become very good ſoldiers. e 
10 idleneſs, the bane, employment muſt certainly be the 
antidote. It is indeed extremely difficult to deviſe a perfect 
plan of employment. When the ſtatute pf the 17 G. II. c. 5. 
enacted, That ſufficient implements and materials for Works 
ing, ſnould be provided for priſoners in houſes of correction, 
and two Juſtices of the Peace were required to viſit them 
twice a year, and to examine itito their management, and re- 
port the ſame to the next ſeſſions, and the Court of Seſſions 
was empowered to ſine the Governor for not ſetting and 
keeping the priſoners to hard labour, and was alſo empowered 
to make ſuch orders and regulations as they ſhould think fit 
for the better governing and regulating of ſuch houſes, and 
for employing, relieving, and puniſhing the perſons therein, 
one would have hoped, that, if not Hard labour, at leaſt ſome 
labour might have been produced; but melancholy experi- 
ence ſhows how neceſſary it is for the law to be decided, and 
how little ſhbuld be left to the care of others. Although the 
Governors of houſes of correction have the benefit of the 
labour of the priſoners, yet it has not anſwered the end. 80 
that even reward on the one hand, and puniſhment on the 
other, has produced no god. No doubt poorhouſes, or, 
(as they are- ſometimes miſcalled) workhouſes, are in the 
ſame condition "Whether this be owing to the refractory. 
tempers of the confi, to remiſſneſs in the Governors, or 
defect of a proper plan, or all together, I muſt ſubmit to 
your better judgment. Perhaps if the numerous houſes of 


correction, or bride wells, workhouſes, and places of puniſh- 


ment, were to make a return of the method practiſed by 
each, ſome one or other of them might furniſh a uſeful hint 
on the ſubject. But it is to be feared, no tolerable ſucceſs or 
permanence can be expected, unleſs the work be of a nature 
Eaſy to be performed by the ignorant and idle, and not eaſily 


& -» = 


damaged by .therrefratory; and do-require-lirtle time and 
7 from the Keeper. But it, howd.va obſerved that. 


wen, women, and children. And as few adults will come 
into, the houſe unleſs they be very indolent and adandoned in- 
deed; and the number, will therefore be confined, chiefly to 
the aged and infirm, and n children) it 
will be very proper-to.confider of ſome employment ſuited to 
the imbecility of childhood. If poſſible, — Jwould 
fix the plan af employment for both men; women; and chil. 
ren. Saying that the Poor ſhall be employed as may be be 
ſuited to 1 ſtrength and capacity, is fixing upon 2 ; 
and nothing being fixed, nothing, (according to cuſtom) will 
be done. Particular directians may be attended to: gene 
ral directions never have been yet, and meſt likely zgver will. 
This ſubject upon the whole, is a matter of no trifling 
nature It is become a great national concern. Lord. 
Kaimes's obſervation. is too true, that the Poor Laws, (or at 
leaſt the; manner in which they haue been executed) have in- 
creaſed idleneſs; and there can be no doubt but idleneſs has 
increaſed poverty, and of courſe the Poor Rates. Under ſuch 
an accumulating increaſe, is it to be wondered at that we 
continually hear ſuch complaints againſt the idleneſs, profligacy, 
250 the conſequent diſtreſs and great expence of the poor! 
he being beholden to ihe pariſh was formerly reckoned as the 
pane ditgrace;z but now, whenever the wages of: the la- 


durer by any means become lowered in any conſiderable. 


degree, and he has an inclipation to be idle, “ he has an 
« excellent. reſource: he abandons, all work entirely, and 
ce „ üben any kind of ſhame + throws himſelf upon the 

pariſh. Rather than work, he will, to be idle, take a 


208 ſmaller. allowance from the pariſh, for! his ſubſiſtence. 


than he could earn by his labour: if inſufficient, he begs or 
ſteals, and brings up his family in the 


Children thus educated, bring up thel 


trades, otWers in teaſing old rope fo dakum; ; women in kritting, ſpinning line, 
my quilting; and children, being more” agile, in ſpinning jerſey. © * 


But as a male when left to itſelf, commonly effeftuates its own eure; 
$6 T4 it will zappen io this caſe : when, 'by prevailing. idleneſs, every one, withcut 


„ ſhame, claims pariſh charity, the burthen will become intolerable, and the Poop © 
F MO left to en ſhifts, ” Kaimes n vol. Il, p. 4% 1 


e/worthy practices. 
ildren in the ſame 
manner. Thus idleneſs and profligacy. Is entailed from gene- 
T0008 to eee ; hy dee e one ply who 2 
oF 4326; eh 3H) N N K 
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been a burthen upon a'pariſh-for four ſuereſſive generations ; 
and for aught I know they may have been fo for many gene- 
ratibns before. A workhouſe ſeems to. be the beſt calculated 
to correct thoſe habits of idleneſt. That ſeems to be your! 
idea, and the idea entertained by the ſeveral learned Authors 
Lhave mentioned: under what modification, ſeems to be a 
queſtion. I myſelf am ſatisfied; not only that a poorhouſe is 
a very beneficial. meaſure, but that the Poor coſt much leſe 
per head per week, in undertakings for ſingle pariſhes, than 
for large diſtricts; and (notwithſtanding I am fo unfortunate 
as to differ with you in opinion) that they ought alſo to be 
maintained by contract. But by proper inquiries at different 
poorhoufes, and by comparing the anſwers received from each 
„ both the one and the other might eaſily be aſcer - 
tained, 75 
From the reſpect I bear to your laborious and meritorious 
endeavours, it is with reluctance I repeat a difference in opinion 
with you; but I cannot help ſaying I hope you will reconſider 
that part of your plan which goes to the aboliſhing of ſa 
much of the Act of 9 G. c. 7. as empowers Pariſh Officers to 
contract with any perſon for the lodging, keeping, main- 
taining, and employing of their Poor. You ſeem to think 
that it has been a cauſe of oppreſſion to the Poor; poſſibly ir 
may have been ſo where they have been maintained for a groſs 
certain ſum; but is it always ſo? Indeed I need not alk} ſuch 
a queſtion, becauſe I know that the Poor have been main- 
_ tained in one place, at leaſt, by contract a vaſt many years, 
aud I never heard any complaint. Burt if it be ever a cauſe 
of oppreſſion, is not any oppreſſion eaſily prevented, by giv- 
ing a power to the Juſtices of the Peace at their quarter ſeſ- 
ſions to fix the quantity and quality of the proviſions for each 
day in the week, and to alter the ſame from time to time, as 
ſeaſons and circumſtances may require; and by giving a power 
in a ſummary way before a Juſtice of the Peace, (upon the 
complaint being ſubſtantiated by proof) to inflict a pecuniary 
puniſhment upon the Keeper for. any diſobedience of the rules 
laid down by the quarter ſeſſions, or for any improper ſeve- 
rity? By this means I ſhould think-any oppreſſion of the Poor 
would be effectually prevented: but how will you prevent 
the contrary line of conduct being very oppreſſive to the 
pariſh ? If the food and firing be provided by the pariſh with- 
ppt apy contract, the certain conſequence ſeems to be pro- 
C Sap fuſcneſs, 


(4) 0 


fyſeneſs, waſte,” impoſition, careleſſheſs, party jobs and pri- if 
vate views, and ruin, of | courſe; to the under taking. 13 
People of large eſtates are ery intereſted” in this bu- 


ſmeſs. Little do they conſider thei great proportion the Poor- 
Rates bear to their rentals, and conſequently how much their 
rentals are thereby neceſſarily diminiſhed. It is happy how- 
ever for the country, that there is 07e among the great num 
ber of our Legiſlators that will take any trouble about it. 


Thro? your means I hope the affair will under go a thorough 


inveſtigation in Parliament; and that the collective wiſdom of 
the Nation, once ſeriouſly applied to, will be able to deviſe 

ſome plan effectually ro: pierce to the root of tlie evil.“ 
I hope you will excufe the trouble of this 29 letter, 


which I have been inſenſibly led into, and am, en 
With Fer e,, ind 3 een et 
: . Nr neee , 
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we Sand and orchard thereunto belonging, be biredor ren 
in en of the Ratute of 9 G. c. 
ſeers of the Poor of the ſaid pariſh, 


HE keeping. maintaining, and employing of all ſuch 
poor 


1 
For the aol and Regulatiog of an HOUSE, 


For the Relief and Employment 


of the POOR of the PARISH of ("728 B— 


In the Eaft-Riding of ibs County of Tonk, 


77 11. 


Aa for the Governing of the. POOR fff the ſaid — 


Oh I. of the! keeping 
II. Of the maintaining 
III. Of the employing 


IV. Of the ordering 12 


V. Of the management of the hoaſe and houſehold. 
VI. Of Infants under four years of age. 
VII. Of the Keepers duty in ſeveral reſpects not 


falling under any particular head. 


; VIII. Of the Overſeers'of the Poor. 

IX. Of the ſuperintendence of the Inſtitution. 
X. Concerning theſe rules. 

XI. The concluſion: whereby the pariſkidners agree 


: 


to ADE ata theſe rules, 


« h 
14812 N. 8 
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2 or the Keeping of the Poor, 


WHAT the dnelling-houl, W 
1 8 the 


. 4. by the over- 
. per ann. for the 


"4 
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| poor perſoris, in the ſaid pariſh; as ſhall defire to feceive 
R * relief from the aid pariſh, and that ſuch alterations. be 
made therein, as may adapt the ſame to mat purpoſe; and 
ſo as that the ſame may contain one convenient room for the 
Keeper of the houſe, to cook in; and to live in; and an- 
other room for him and this wife wylodge in; another room 
ſor the ſingle womert-to lodge in; another room for the 
ſingle men to lodge in; another room for the married people 
do lodge ing another bom to work in, and another room 
for the fick, with a yard ſufficiently fenced round, for the 
uſe and airing of the Poor; and an orchard to grow apples, 
* and greens, a tug an aſh-hole, _ a neceflary, 
i That the K doz at his own expence, find, provide; 
ride me and affow ber Sos poor people; 25 mel be lawfully in- 
nas uuf en titled to relief and maintenance from the ſaid pariſh; and 
ployment; and the wall be brought Unto bim by the Overſeers of the Poor of 
. eds, beds the {aid pariſh, for the time being, or any of them, berg 

coals, medicines And fufficient meat, drink, waſhing, Ing, mending 4 
and coffins, and employment, and all other things neceſſary for their keep- 


Tg may ing and ls, ic except cloching, beds, bed ſtende, 


the ex 
a againft the bedding, coals, wedicines, and medical auendance; the 
together with the experice attending the 
alias tor juſtice 


It ſalary and | That the Keeper having in confideration thereof, pro- 
4. Lee poſed to: aceept of dl, per 20g. for. bis Clary, and l. per 


Fouſe, and alfo allowin perſon, what he 


| * 
5 bY td 


z ene e % Henn 9D i oo uuluws i 
elt being computed that there might be about 10 poor perſons) 
upon an . that would accept the relief of the houſe, it was 
thovght better; inſtead of glving the Keeper 18. 6d. per head, ”=—_ i 

. " a * . 4 


* - 


a 


| do agree with a | Keeper ard _y ex trois Am hel tetab DE 


1 A 

2 be pald oe in equal proportlons, on the firſt Sun- 

y in every Wender month, the firtt K pa ent ney” 
be made on the day of Fic whe 5 ff & 

That the Keeper mal be ant = A gk with a child A woman with a 

at the breaſt, as for one perſon bnl 9 

That if circumſtanoes ſhall equine n. the ſaid Overſeers on 2 * 


aforegoing. 

That in 80 ehher the ſaid Overiond « or the fald Neeber, Two months potice 
ſhall be deſirous to determlne the contract hereby made be- id die — 
twixt them, then either party ſo inclined, thall give, or leave, 
or cauſe notice thereof, in writing, to be given of left to, 
or for the other of them at their then reſpective” dwelling- 
houſes of uſual places of abode, two months at the leaſt, 4M 
before the time the party by whom ſuch notice ſhall be given; 
ſhall defire the Taid contract to be determined. 

That if che Keeper 'fhall be guilty of any mifihgs; ps e punidiment of te 
fuſal of neceſſary proviſion, delivery of any faulty proviſion, EE miſbe. 
cruelty or other ill · treatment of the Poor, or of not keeping 
the Poor employed, or of not providing materlals, or utenſils 
for their — or ſhall neglect io obſerve any of the 
rules herein contained the ſame ſhall be examinable by 12 
1, Efq; or the occupier for the time being, of his 

eſent manfion-houſe, at BZ B-—, or in his default, 

the inhabitants aſſembled at any of their monthly mect- 
ings, in pur ſuance of theſe rules [not being fewer than 


 ſevey) who may puniſh the Keeper by abating his ay 
di 


and other emolyments; or any part thereof, and alſo by 
charging him from'the employment of Keeper, and vacating 
ide contract hereby made with him, or by either of the ſaid | 
ways as ſhall be tought expedients A 


= — 9 * 
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week, to aches k kis falary, and give only ts, pet week. Abtortupty 
2 Overſeers added as many fix pences per week to his ſalaty, as they 
bought he would have poor perſons to maintain, viz. ten, amounting = 

— 13}, per annum, and making with the faid 4L ſalary and 11: for | 
waſhing, 181. per annum. The event has fully juſtified the tru h of 
the 1 the Pariſh Officers being fully ſatisfied, that if they 
had not taken that method, ſeveral perſons though they did not mean N.. 5 t 
it, or really want any relief, would have threatened to come into the 
poorhouſe, in hopes of extorting ſome allowance per week leſs than 
the 15. 6d. to be paid for them in the poorhouſe; 

It is true the Pariſh Officers were miſtaken in their calc ulation of 
the number that came into the poorhouſe, the number being 
only ſeven, but yet they ate convinced for the reaſors before given; 
it was the better way of thaking the barg in, 


o 7 14 
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3 . of Ke ska of the, Poor. 
& 3 4 » a4 . 1 
A a Tiiar in order to prevent any — Kr reſpecting the 


victuals, esch perſon have for breakfaſt . every morning, 
a pint of milk and oatmeal; or fleſh broth, of fometimes; 
2 milk 1 be procured, beer broth, or good * 
gru cli. 
2 3 39 every 13 3 . or other 0 
— and broth; with greens. or roots, when in ſeaſon. .- . 
Monday, peaſe, pouage, or pot toes maſhed with milk, 
or haſty-pudding with butter or tres 


e: 
1 ek, hot hafly- Pudding; or rice milk; or fur 
meenty, made of beat or barley; ſweetened with treacle. 
4» Thurſday, fleſb, &c; the ſame as Sunday. 

1 _ Tides boiled or baked puddings, with treacle or butter. 
turday, hot cakes, with milk, butter or treacle. oy 
For ſupper every night (except Tueiday.; night-and Satur- 
day night). a pint of milk and oatmeal, or ſſeſh broth, or 
ſometimes, when milk cannot be procured, beer broth, or 

good water gruel. 


. my of bread That at every 'breakfaft ; and ſupper, and at , every fleſh 
allo 


— ed © each perſon of the age of 14 years or upwards, be 


allowed 7 ounces of bread, and each perſon under that ge, 
ounces. 
Quantity of 225 That at every fleſh meal, 00 per ſon of the age of 14 
== each ears or upwards, be allowed 8 ounces of fleſh; and each 
perſon under that age, 5 ounces. 
Onantity of farina- That at every meal of farlgaceous food, each bebe of 


22. the age 14 years or upwards, be allowed 12 ounces, and 


perſons under that age, 8 ounces. 
Quantity of cheeſe That every Tueſday, and every Saturday, each poor per- 
5 to each ſon be allowed cheeſe with his bread for ſupper. viz. perſons 


of the age of 14 years or upwards, 4 ounces of cheeſe, and 
rſons'under that age, 3 ounces. 


Nurſe children to Tbat for nurſe children there be provided a ſkellet, and 


| vie __ ſufficient quantity of milk and white bread. 


alalrable. - * 1 That in caſe of fickneſs, or if ſeaſons or circunttance 


require it, the Overſeers do alter the die. 

Food not 10 be That upon no pretence whatſoever the food be faulty, 

Faulty. That the water for common beverage, by” drawn fret 
from the wa Purhp ner da Ye | 


That 


. ue . hot cakes and milk, or dungling with butter or | 


4 


* 


(Cw) 


That th the fallowing n der not r: 
furs fer oppoe o tem daha, . OY 
77 EE i 


* 


Mens. bees a hair 1 Hes 1414, 1:66; And 0 1 pro⸗ 
—— — 18 $121k 2 NI 6 portion for, chi 1 
4101 Leather breeches „ ee eee 


Ccqatig 2 3 e $. 

Shirts and — [ | I per uy, 
| N ef * 3 0 And fon pro. CO SOT, 
S Stays ar-boddice EGS | portion 


* 


. | Stockings DL EDI SE%W **. 6 , 3 
ene ee obs ene er M. X . 
Petticoats of firiped olſey i 17 47 | 
- Shifts and: 5 1 O per yard. | 
3 Cent pen 4 16:9 N57 0 
Check aprons '; /Þþ97O_p' 5 
Making of a man's coat. 2 0 And foi in dogs 


8 EO OILS th portion for chil- 
* A, woman 8. goun! BP -1 drep. | 
ſeeti 


"PF 


1 010 per yard. 
We Ude _ To ba. , per pairs, _—.. $,/1 . 
* Coperlids | * 7 0 a piece. ee "236.4 þ | * 
f Camus under 31 FA long . 448 1 
2 3 to 4 feet 6 N 6 e . e — 
188 2 feet 6 LIEN * 4 
bs bore 4 lers in. 7 . 
— 4 


4 m. of the Employing of the Poor. pb 
4 : 

THAT we * de tate ads care to 5 voy | 
Poor conſtantly employed, in' 1 netting, nu ane! the i une for 
ing, lace making,” plaiting of ſtraw, carding of wool, ſpins alter 
ning hemp, line or jerſey, teaſing oakum, beating cement, 
beating hemp; or in ſome other ufefal work, from 8 o'clock 
in the morning, to 4 o'clock in the afternoon ; ; excepting 
the time allowed for meals, as hereafter mentioned. 

That the Keeper do at his own expenge, find proper ma Tools and mntert- 
terials and Toa for working,” bath in the Feature, nud Wes 
working hours. | rt 

That in order to diſcourage all idle habjts; hd to promote 7 ro be kept clock 


en habit of induſtry, and to induce the Poor to become uſeful g Wed "io ts 
members af the community; they be kept cloſe to their large. | 


S&4 1 


work, and be nor ſuffered to go out a-begging, or to lcae 

the houſe at all, unleſs it he to work, or for ſome other IAu- 

dable purpoſe, to be approved by the Keeper, or that hey 

chuſe to leave the houſe for altogether. ; 
That all perſons,” who, in the judgment of the Overſeers Indulgence — 0 

af the Poor, or of the ah I of the inhabitants aſſembled ed. imporen:, 


unfortunste, and 
al delerving. 


CEE 


„28 any monthly m de held, as Herein alter, direcied, 
155 ſhall be deemed to be unable to work; ſuch a8 the old the 
lame, the blind, the diſeaſed, the impotent; the indigent, 
| not through miſconduR, but misfortune, and the deſervin 
3 be kept elean in their perſons; and decent in a 8 
and in their work and confinement, and in all other (pects 
be allowed every comſort and k ee eee wich anal / 
nature of this inftitution.! 
2 HY That the induſtrious, and well behaved;cftaveilibetry to go 
behaved. out of the houſe into the town, at any time; off the workin 
hours, in caſe-they be not wanted, and ſo a they do —4 
Reſtraint on the abuſſe- ſuch liberty, by getting drunk, going à begging, or 
dale, & We ants, returning at unſeaſonable houfs, or otherwiſe ; bur chat the 
abandoned, the idle, and the unruly, be kept "cloſe to their 
work, and be not _{uffered to go at large, unleſs 5 altoge- 
ther, and be made do keep themſelves clean in their perſons, 
. andre eee $12 OE e 


IV. 91.9 the Ordering of de POOR. 


comer to THAT every new comer be MT examined when fr 
be ee. agen wa" brought to the Keeper, in orden that if diſea ſed he may be 
po, co" and i cured, and that if be be troubled with vermin or be tainted 
— * with any infection, be may be waſhed with warm or co 
water according to- the hu FAY which he ſhall be in, an 
may have his cloathg put into a ſack, and laid upon iron 
dogs in an oven moderately heated, in order ts be purified ; 
and that he be provided with coarſe an. cloaths to 
wear.whil his own are purifying. - -- 
Chronic 2 That perſons afflicted-with any Sens isl diſeaſes, 'be lenk 
cured. to the Infirmary, and lupaties to the Af 
When poor to tie hat the healthful. Poor do riſe at fix NN go kid at 
and-go to bed. mine, from Lady-Day till Michae mas, and do riſe at eight. 
nd s to bed at eight, from Michaclmas till Lady-Day ;. 
at notice of the hour be given every ma ins and 
wr” 5 th by rivging of a pell. 
FW to be called That the Poor be called to their meals and work by the 
K — 8 to ringing of a bell, and that they do not exceed half an hour 
lowed tor meals. at breakfaſt, and an hour at dinner ji 
Towaſh chemfelvey. That every per ſon do waſb bis hands and face, and comb 
1 his head every morning before he have his breakfaſt, and 
purpoſe to be Pro. chat u clean towel on à roller, be provided every Sunday ar and 
| Thurſday, for the Poor to dry themſelves on... 
. — EN "That all children be waſbed, combed, and cleaned, 
and cleaned. begin j aud Lag TOR lies jo linen, be ere gh tons 


.  Thas 


(2) 


That the Keeper doi upon no Pagan. PU EATS Not to ſuffer any 

amongſt the Poor.) | Gaming, - 
That the Querſeets; by the aſſent of two Juſtices, do bind 

any of the poor children to be apprentices where they ſhall chitgren to be 
ſee convenient, till a man child ſhall come to the age of 1 
and a woman child io the age of 21, or marriage, in purſus 

ance of the 43 Eliz.c. 2, and 2 and 3.Amn c. 6. 

That if any perſon to whom any -child-ſhall be. appioinggd Peri 2 hy 
to be bound a ppeentice, ſhall refuſe'to receive and provide *** 
for him, and —— 2 other part of the indentures, ap- 

ication ſhall be made to tw] o Juice of the Peace to levy 

diſtreſ and ſale of the godds af the offender, 10, for 
the uſe of the Poor of the pariſh, = RO the . 
gth W. e. 3a, aud ad and zd, Ann c. 6. Anni 

That the Poor have clean ſhirts, ſhifts; and and Clothes ws ho 
ether waſhing appatel, every Sunday ; d that the be to have cleanſhirtu. 
mended when wanted. lere. every Sunday, 

That there he clean ſheets and other ", 7" Surg | the * . 
Sunday in every calendar month, from the 22d day of No- bed linen. 
_— to the 12th of May in every year; and after the 1ſt | 

2 in May, miguel three weeks, for the: eee A 
the year. 

„et everyi.h poor perfor receivaig 27 wall, upon the 
ſhoulder of the right ſleeve of the up tn in an poor to be badged. 
open and viſible manner, conſtantly ear a large Roman 
B and P cut in ted cloth, 

That if any ſuch poor perſon ſhall neglect or refuſe — fi 
wear ſuch badge, the Overſcers do cauſe him to be ex- 

Mike the houſe,” or if relieved at his own hole, do cauſe 
allowance ta be abridged, ſuſpended, or withdrawn, or 
N do a r 4 10 2 Juſtice of the Peace to commit him 

correction, to be whipt and kept to hard 
—_ not _ 31 days, in e of © ſtarute os 
the 8th and qth W. c. 30, Sect. 2. 

That it the Keeper ſhall connive at any ſuch nenle 1 e conniving 
Kyo wearing ſuch badge, he ſhall abate out of his ſalary and 
emoluments for every offence, the ſum of 58. 

That the do reſort to the pariſh church or ſome con- 
geegation religious worſhip, allowed by the toleration act, 
on every Sunday, but to be in the: way at every monthly 
meeting, I eee apbragper ot be proper 
Ne or loſe thzir meals, eee bak 8 

t every Sunday eveni yers to the yers ko be re: 
by the 9 or Me with — 2 wdock, and that each ing * 
Poor perſon do attend, or loſe his f upper, 
That it upon a _ aint made by the Keeper to Puniſhment of the 


or the occupier for the time tne — 


cet his euer ien Houle uh 0 


Poor to attend re» 
ligious worſhip. 


ay 


, J. 4 qt 35 "+ 
ee 4/5.) 1 1: Ind the Overſeers; it hall! appgarethat any perſon " 
4 ee been guilty of prophane curſing or ſwearing, ot of nos 
duly- attending religo worſhip, ori of drunkenntſs, of f 
aaa led, immoral; indecent,” or diſorderly behasiour, of 
ighting, or any mviſeꝰ or elamour, or Hus been ſaucy or 
arre fome,; or has neglected to waſh and keep himfelfſ 
* or to comb himſelf, or has neglected or refuſed to em» 
« f  * © ploy*bitaſelf de an work or ſervice: appointed by the 
r or has been idle or r6inifs therein, ( ſuch work or 
ſervice being ſuited to his age, ſtrength, and ability) or has 
feighed any illneſs; lameneſs or blindneſs, to keep hi 
from working, or- has wilt) ully or negligently waſted, 
ſpoiled, or miſuſed, the work he has been ſet to, or any fur- 
niture,. proviſions, . goods, or chattels, on ſhall-have left the 
._ + -'-” houſe without leave of the Keeper; vr, ſnalb met have duly 
„FS pbſerved the rules hereby preſctibed, ot ſhall otherwiſe have 
th do - *milbehaved himſelf 4 in word or in deed, the ſaid T 
W de or ſuch occupiers of his Preſent Manfian-Houſe as aforeſaid, 
or ſuch Overſeer: reſpectivaly to whom ſuch complaints 
ſhallbe made, ſhall order the onder eicher to be additionally 
badged to denote his: diſpoſtion, as D for drunken; F. 
feigning ſickneſs, c.; 1 for idle; M for malicious; P for 
profane; Q for quarrelſome; 8 for a cold; U for un- 
e +4 27 RG and W. for: waſte ful, or to be ſome way diſtinguiſhed: 
in his dreſs, (as 0 have a black cover to ofs of his fleeves 
or otherwiſe) or to be confined differently froin the reſt of. 
wude Poor, or to have his fed changed or to be abridged of 
bis food, not exceeding one 1 day, as he (the ſaid 
JI. or the occupier for the time being of his ſaid 
Manſion - Houſe, or the Overſeer) mall thing fit until the 
next monthly meeting, when, in caſe he fill remain incor- 
rigible, the Overſcers ſhalt apply to a Juſtice of the Peace to 
reduce him to his good behaviour, by gommitting him to 
the houſe of correction or common Jail, or by diſcharging 
dim from receiving relief, or hy continuing the reſtriction 
© = before impoſed, or otherwiſe, 2 to 1 ae _ 


moſt expedient. * 
Poor refuling to be That if any poor aorkan ſhall ente to be . kept, 5 
r © or maintained, in the ſaid houſe, he ſhall y6t en 2 


receive relief from the ſaid Overſeers. 
Panper gnilty of That if any perſon. be guilt) of petty larceny, ; or 1 
* other crime, the Keeper do immediately apply to a juſtice 
of the Peaee, in order that the offender 1 0 be e e ace 
75 — to the e his Wye 4 Lit 01 


4 4 W + # > Fv i 
f ö 2 5 #4 LI k LAT 3 : . 
1 N 1 * 
 ————___ 


. tity, 4% A a kr e ade loſuument! in ths ind to 
reduce the refraftory to good behaviout ? | | 


(a) 


Lb 495} +4 Nett 17 wes 


70 d 
| = Of the ee X ebe Houſe and 


Nai 


| Houſehold. | 


- "THAT any jerſors coming inndabeibonſe; do bring bis Pnger to 
bed, bedftead, and bedding, þ or with bim, (if he cave ek Kc, n 


| any) or-otherwiſe be allowed only clean ftraw to lie upon ; 0. 


and that at leaving the houſe he be allowed to take away 

with bim again the ſame bed, bedſtead and bedding. And that 

any perſon ſelling, giving away, or otherwiſe, diſpoſing of 

his bed, bedſtead, oribeddin 4. in order to prevent the ſame 

being brought into the houſe, be alſo allowed only clean 

ficaw to lie upon, and be alſo. puniſhed: with a clofo r con- 

3 and a more my diet than. the other deſerving 

70 That ſuch * tbe Poor. as have tinw alle upon, be al- \To\ allowed 
lowed clean raw _ bay; and alſo be allowed a —2 S e 


coverlid. e M CFETS 


That each wie at coming into the houſe, be provided rer — 


| hy a trencherj-a knife and fork, a tin porringer, and à fork, &c. 


ſpoon, which they are to yu take care of, and leave ond 
going away 


That any bediteads which may be vrovkded, be made of | Width of bedfleads 


breadth ſufficient'to hold two perſons at the leaft. 

That the beds in the lodging-room for the married — > Married 
be cloſed round at the fides and ends with fir boards, fix beds to be incluſed 
feet three inches. high, i in order to make them as retired to 


themſelves as may be; but that they be not cloſed at the top. 


The boards to be let into grooves, ſo that they may be en, 
taken down to be cleaned and put up again. 

That each bed have-to it, one under blanket, two upper udn t to each 
blankers, a top-ſheet, 2 rug, a bolſter, and a pillow... - 

That the Keeper do take care that the beds be made, and When beds to be 
8 lodging-rooms be ſwept and cleaned by ten o clock every room: ho be ens 
morning, and that» the lodging-rooms be washed every ahead. 
Saturday, and the brick floors below ſtairs, every Monday 
and Thurſday, and that all the rooms and utenſils be Rep 
conſtantly clean. g 

That for the adinifGoa of freſh air, the windows of the — 2 to be 


| lodging-rooms be opened and kept open from the time of 


rifing A the morning, to the time ot going to bed at night; 

and that one of the windows in the work-coom be opened, 

and kept in the night time when-the poer are in bed; 

and that 9 4 holes be bored, or that there be an iron grate 1 Sane 
in the chamber, floor over the-working-room, to let out the floor. 
foul air which aſcends to the top. And that the walls of tbe 


| verbs rooms where the poor ate kept or employed, be — 


i , ſcraped 


; (44 ) 
ſcraped arid white waſhed every yeat upon the fic day of 
ng unleſs. the ſame ſhall happen to be upon a | 
ay, and then oh the day following; it being fodnd 
the malignant fever, coaimonly called the gaol diſtemper, 
is owing to a want of cleanlineſs and freſh air; "x 
Keeper nente have bat the Keeper do take 'heed of the following Sections 
Ela. Fu uss, in the. Act 24. George II. chap 40. vie. 
| Section 13. And be it further enacted; by the autho- 
«+ rity aforeſaid; that no licence ſhall. be granted for the re- 
«tailing of fpirituous' liquors, within any gaol; - priſon; 
% houfe of correttion, workþouſe; or houſe. of: entertain« 
% ment for any pariſh poor; and that all licences granted, 
« or to be granted, contrary to this proviſion; ſhall be void 
© and of no effect, from and after the 1 day of July; 1751 1 
« and if any Gaoler, Keeper or Officer of any —f priſon, 
or houſe of correction, or any governor, matter, or offt« 
ever Meng cer of any workbouſe, or houſe for the entertainment of 
| liquors d any parlſh poor; ſhall ſell; uſe, lend, or give away, or 
Ms a ho nes knowingly permit, or ſuffer any ſpirituous liquors, or 
fence, tool, © «© flirong waters to be ſold; : uſed; lent; or given away, in 
any fuch gaols, priſons; or houſes of correction, or 
brought into the ſame ; ather than, and except ſuch ſpi 
&« rituous liquors, or ſtrong waters, as ſhall be pre ſeribed ar 
% given by be preſcription and direction of a regular phy- 
te ſieian, ſurgeon, of apothecary, and to be applied in pur- 
_ *© ſuance of ſuch preſcription, from the ſhop of ſome re- 
% gular apothecary; every ſuch Gaoler, Keeper, Governor, 
1% Mafter, or other Officer; ſhall; for every ſuch offence, 
©« forfeit and Joſe the ſum of one h pounds; one 
1 molety thereof to his Majeſty, and the other moiety there- 
% of with full cofts of ſuit, to ſuch per ſon or perſons as will 
* ſue ſor the ſame, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Re- 
«© cord at Weſtminſter, or in the: Court of Exchequer in 
e Scotland, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information; 
herein no eſſoin, privilege, protection, wager of law, 
or more than one imparlance; ſhall be granted or allowed; 
and in caſe any ſuch jailer or other officer, being con- 
For ſecond offence © Vic ted thereof as aforeſaid, ſhall again offend in like man- 
to torfeit his office ** ner, and be thereof a ſecond time lawfully convicted, ſuch 
te ** ſecond offence ſhall be deemed a forfeiture of his office. 
FZSection 14. And be it further enacted by the authority 
* *« aforeſaid; that from and after the ſaid iſt day of July, 
| <' 1741, it ſhall, and may be lawful for his Majeſty's Juſti- 
<* ces of the Peace, or any of them, upon information upon 
dd oath; that any fuch fpirituous liquors or ſtrong waters 
Power ts Garth, © are kept and difpoſed of in any ſuch jail,- priſon, houſe 
for {piritacus 1i- of correction, workhouſe, or houſe of entertainment, for 
Lua date de rome © Pariſh Poor in Great-Britain, to enter and TY » | 


| 


/ 


* 
rr Pa 


1 | 
, zthhiofife and empcwer an Conftable, Head-Bordugh, = 
% or other Peace - Officer of the pariſh, where any ſuch 
% places are ſituated, by warrant under his hand and ſeal to 
enter and ſearch any ſuch gaol, priſon, houſe of correction, 
% workhouſe,. or houſe! of entertainment [for pariſh poor; 
and in cafe any ſuch ſpirituous liquors, or ſtrong waters 
© (hall be found therein (except ſuch as are directed to be uſed 
1 medicinally as aforeſaid) it ſhall; and may be lawful for 
1% ſuch Conflable, Head - Borough, or Overſeer of the Poor, 
to ſeiſe ſuch ſpirituous liquors or ftrong waters, and to 
s cauſe the ſame to be forthwith ſtaved and deftroyed. 
Sect. 15.“ And be it enacted, by the authority afore- Any perſon ca 
-«« ſaid, that ho perſon thall carry, or bring, or attempt, or ade te 


: 122 0% h el quors into che 
*« endeavour to carry, or bring any diftilled ſpirituous li- houſe, to be com: 


R 


mitted to the toute 


% quors (extept to be uſed in the way of medicine, as herein of correction for a 
before mentioned) into any gaol, priſon, houſe of correc- 2 
7 tion, workhouſe, or houſe of entertainment for pariſh leis he pay dow» a 


ſam not exceeding 


'ts poor ; and if any perſon or perſons, ſhall offend therein, it 2 J. nor leis than 
„ ſhallbelawful for the Gaoler, Keeper, Maſter, or Chief- 0. 
«© Officer” of ſuch gaol, priſon, houſe of correction, work- 
, houſe, of houfe of entertainment for pariſh poor, or 
2 his, or their ſervants, to apprehend ſuch” perſon or 
*«-perſons, and to carry him, her, or them, before a Ju- 
««. ftice of the Peace of the county, diviſion, city, town 
4% corporate, or liberty, where ſuch gaol, priſon, houſe of 
4 correction, workhouſe, or houſe of entertainment for 
* pariſh poor is fituate; (who is hereby impowered to hear 
« and determine ſuch offence in a ſummary way, and to ad- 
© miniſter an oath to the witneſſes) and if by the oath of one 
e credible Witneſs or otherwiſe, he ſhall convict ſuch perſon 
r gr perſons of ſuch offence, he ſhall forthwith commit ſuch 
«© offender or offenders to priſon, or to the houſe of correction, 
there to be kept in cuſtody for any time, not exceedin 
4% three months, without bail or mainprize, unleſs ſuch of 
** fenders reſpectively ſhall immediately pay down ſuch ſum 
„or ſums of money, not exceeding 20 1. and not leſs than 
« 101, as the Juſtice ſhall impoſe upon ſuch offenders ſeve- 
& rally, as their fines; to be paid, one moicty to the in- 
former, and the other moiety to the uſe of the Poor of 
„ ſuch gaol, priſon, houſe of correction, workhouſe, or 
* houſe of entertainment for pariſh poor. And by Section The three pre- 
16, 4 Prvany of 40s: is impoſed on any Keeper not hang- c kung un in in 
ing up in the poorhouſe, a copy of the three preceding E 
clauſes, and keeping the ſame fair and legiblee. 8 


— 


That the Keeper mall not fell any ale, wine, or other Ale not to be fold 
Liquors, and that none ſhall be brought into the houſe with- © 4d. 
out his permiſſion, and that only in the caſe of fickneſs, or 
„ V TT HT en 
5 1 3 That 


tw) 5 
The bread to de That the b fas. the, uſe of the Foot be owe 
* bread, know polls denomination of rate 
needleſs fires, Wl, OF not my needleſs fires. 


© Vacs 


* 10 » 2 


VI. of tofants under four youths Old: 
Infants under f THAT infants vitder the age of four years, whoſe tnothers 


TS are not a SS be put n at # wes 


. . un on be our ears eh 


VY 2 l _ . 9 


* mk of the Keener $ FEM E Aera Re- 
"x. not Waka under "7 particular 
end. i 


Keeper to te, THAT. the. Kperer 1 enter 8 a aud 
. ages of all perſons who ſhall be admitted into the bouſe, 
miſſion. with the probable reaſons of their admiſſion and the reſpec- 
tive times of their adtniſfion and difmiſfion, for the inſpec- 
tion of the inhabitants. = 
To an ac: That the Keeper ſhall enter tn 2 * an account io 
der ein. writing, of what each poor Te ſhall earn, and ſhall pro: 
duce and ſhew the ſame at every monthly meeting. 


2 all = 2 That the Keeper ſhall from time ta time enter into 3 


— book, an account of all houſehold goods, beddin + Toa | 


furniture, and utenfils provided for the houſe; and ſhall pro- 
duce the ſame at every monthly meeting, to be held as herein 
after mentioned, or whenever the ſame "thall be required by 
the Overſeers of the Poor; atd whenever the contract with 
the ſaid Keeper, ſhall be vacated „ ſhall deliver up the ſame 
account, wit the ſeveral articles therein com riſed, to the 
Overſeers of the Poor, for the uſe of the pari rab. 
To dehver That when any popr perſon ſhall die in the houſe, the 
* = — ac * clothes, goods, money and effects, ſhall be taken care of 
the Keeper, and by him produced and delivered 10 the 
hurch-Wardens, Overſeers, and inhabitants at their next 
monthly meeting after ſuch death, to be applied by them in 
the better relief and eie ane of the, | Ya 4 Fw 
To deliver a ſt of That at every monthly meeting, the Keeper do uce, 
er my ſot the inſpection of the 59 the — * Which he 
meeting, ing, with the ſhall have received from the Overſeers in the eceding 
Tod the reaten for month, for the payment ot the Out- poor; and 460 a lift 
r the Out-Poor, with one column for the ſum paid. 1 ke, 


weekly, another for the ſum total paid to — 1 the pre · 


ceding month; and another to mention the reaſon for relief 
being given out of the houſe, as blind; lame ; bek ; indu- 


rious, 


EE IE / e ES 


CET 


&iious, but ynableto work; : i large Fawilly ; wage | 

and taken care of by 8 5 reduced by misfortune, and the 

like “. And har” f fuchs 28 may be 1 to the Ou 
a 


Poor by the Ranger þ be rej 60 hit at every monthly 
meeting. 


hat if the Keeper ſhall. pay the Poor, wilfull and Keeper, paying 
agi 51 any bale . mon e n den or 
thati in lawful mone of Great - Britain; be ſhal forfeit for 
each offence, ng leſs than 195. nor more than 20 8. to be 
allowed by him out of his wal gr 0 * , See 
9 G. III, e 3, Ü | | 


VIII. or the Overſeers of 44 Poor, 


THAT: the Overken do provide an oak box or cheſt, to Bux tobe provided 
1 be lodged in the poorhouſe, in order therein to d "for DR papers: 
ſaſe cuſtody, the books, accounts, p- and writings, be- 2 Loa 
longing to the pariſh, and that one of the Overſeers of the rich. . 
Poor, do keep the key thereof. © 
That the Qverſeers ſhall not, nor ſhall either of them 8 2 
pay, expend, or make any charge or demand for money the — the Poor: 
expended by them, or any of them, in providing any bets, | 
bediteads, bedding, clothes, viedudls, or any materials for 
working, or other things whatſoever, ot do any work in bis 
trade for the uſe of the &2 Poor, or of. the poorhaufe, "during 
the continuance of their office, without the. ſpecial direRion 
of the nisjor part of the inhabitahts aſſembled at ſome 


monthly nn on pay 75 8 and — the "Ib p 
an 


rP . Too n . cannot be uſed in gfintis relief to Out-Poor. 
The incaution in this reſpe&, in many workhouſes, it is to be feared 
entices many to afk relief, who would otherwiſe never think of it. a : 
Give way in one inſtance, and it will make room for many. The Pa- 2 
riſh-Ocheers will be ſure to de teaſed, | If one. application tails, another 
+l - and another will be tried; and if at laſt, the Pariſh-Officers, for a 
quietpeſs, acqtieſce, they will inerea ſe their perplexity, by the ad- | 4 
dition of auo cher precedent. I am cohvinced that ſeveral workhouſes 9 
| 2 relief to many Out-Penſoners, who could do very welt without | 
that in ſuch caſe. it hath a very bad eſſect. by reſtraming the ex- ; 
cilia of the Poor for frax of the allowance being withdrawn; that | 
this occaſions habityal idleneſs, and that numbers of Out- Poor might 
often be picked out to be ordered to come into the houſe, who would 
every one refyſe. Moſt certain y, to encourage an hope of Out-Pen- - 
ſioners, and to remove the dent of 4 houſe, is to weaken the 
ſpring of indultry, and conſe gently, to incgeaſe idleneſs and poverty, 
with their baneful conſtgyenices, and thereby to fruſtrate in a great - 
meaſure the god effect of à pogrhoule. Therefore, it ſeems to me, 
+ that no tele ſhould be granted to any Out- Foor, unleſs ſome very 
ſubſtantial rea ſoh can be glven for it, nor unleſs it be apparently cer- 
tain, that the perſon applying would otherwiſe be under areal accefſit ty 
of coming into the houſe, e , 


— 


* 


and of, not being-paid 6 allowed any thing for the flaps. wh 
ey 10 2 7 c * wy Hell be Kr. 
Wearing 2pparel, hat no wearing a ar or t oor, rovi 
r oo by the orde 15 h BUR 1 Tear except = caſes * 
very great neceſſity, and Re y the direction of the Over - 
feers of the Poor) and 25 e any wearing. apparel 
wall be ordered, the Keeper do immediately provide the - 
ſame, and do produce at the ſucceeding monthly meetin 


B 
the tradeſmen's bills of chere, that ihey may be examined 0 
| and ordered to be paid, | 
P -acky an Or That!! in caſe any Overſeer wall neglect to attend in per- 8 
K — ſon, or by ſubſtitute, at any monthly meeting, pe ſhall for- 
m-etings, ” feit for each neglect 55. for the uſe 8 the Poor, to be 3 ä 
ted in his account Genie ih IG «44 


Overſeers to en- That the Overſeers of the Poor 16 wake" it an lavariable 
quire whether Pau- 


rule, on granting an order for relief, 10 make ſtrict inquis 
N Pe pariſh. befupe whether the Pauper? 's legal , ſettlement be in | the —＋ | 
he order relies.” and that the inhabitants at the-pext mouthly meeting, after 
any relief be granted, do make à like enquiry concerning 
the fe tlement of each Pauper ſo e wn yy examine . 
A ſuch Faupers touching the ſame F.. - 
Out Poor wo bore re- That the Out- Poor be not relieved. by the — a of the 1 
. e — — but by the Keeper, by virtue of an order 
| — . from the Over ſcets in writing, or from the: monthly meet - 


ing; which order, th; DG by the Overſcers, mom de * 
the NO following : Wen it 0. 


> & 


La. 10H ILL 3 


| 70 the Keeper of < 3 a ag By | 
Pay [naming tbe Pauper} the ſum: of \. | 


for his preſent relief (it any. preſent E be TD 


and the Jum of per week, until the next. 
monthly meeting. Dated this day f.. N r 
1 82. | + 
* 8 1 A. B. Overſeer. 
The duty of Over» That ben e ever * Ove feqs ſhall be appliet to for re- 
— chem dor lief, they do ſtrictly enquire into the occafion, bringing the 
relief, | per fon applying, under the. neceſſity of making ſuch appli- 


cation, and if they ſhall think him to be under à real neceſ- 
ſuy, that they do either order him to be taken i into the houſe, 
or do allow him relief,” not exceeding 18, per week out of 
the Peu N the ba e e Len he ſhall be 
24 | L 241 * taken 

* From a e of this kind in the 9 and in the ma- 5 
nagers of workhouſes, it is not an un, ommon thing in great unde - 
takings, to maintain the Paupers belon "pn to other pariſhes. 1 wag 


told one day, lately, of a pariſh actually ſendi g relief to a PRupep 
a2 in the workhouſe, b« long to another NET." 


44:44 *x'F 4 


1 4 


C39) | 
taken into the houſe, unleſs it ſhall be then otherwiſe agreed 
betwixt the pariſbioners and the Pauper; but if the Overſeers | 
ſhall think the per ſon applying is, not under any real neceſſity t 
to alk relief, they ſhall. gefuſe to grant any; and if the Poor. 
ſhall make a complaint to any Juſtice, of the Peace, that the 
Qverſeers, on being ſummoncd.* do, appear before ſuch 
Juſtice, and, alledge. their, reaſons ; for refuſing relief; and 
if notwithſtanding, what they may urge, the Juſtice ſball or- 
der relief to be given; that they do then either order the 
Poor to be taken into the bouſe, or elſe do allow relief out 
of the _houſe, not exceeding 18. per week, until the next. 
monthly meeting, when the Pauper , muſt be received into . 
the houſe, unleſs the pariſhioners ſhall then come to ſome 
other agreement with, him 


That any vagrant ſent tg the ſaid pariſh, as the place of on receiving a vas 
his ſettlement, by a paſs, ſhall be received into and employed grant drought 1 
1 in work in the ſaid bouſe, until be ſball betake himſelf to ſome place of his ſeutle» 
ſervice or other employment ; and if he ſhall refuſe to work, * 

or not betake himſelf o ſome ſervice or other employment, 

the Oyerſeers ſhall cauſe. him to be carried to ſome Juſtice 

of the Peace, to, be ſent to the houſe of correction, there to 

be kept to hard Jabour ;. but if the Church-Wardens or Over- 

ſcers ſball think the examination, annexed to the paſs ſent, 

along wich the vagrant to be falſe, they. ſhall carry the per- 

ſon fo ſent, before à Juflice of * A M4 in order to be 

committed to the bouſe of correction, till the next Seſſions, 

in F of the Statute of the 17 G. II. C. 5. 


That any Pauper ſent to the ſaid pariſh, as, the place of onreceivinga Pau- 
his ſettlement, by the order of two Juſtices of the Peace, ſhall P*5, Propane by an - 
alſo. be received into, and employed in work in the ſaid 

houſe, as other inhabitants of the ſaid pariſþ, and that im- 

mediately upon the receipt of ſuch Pauper, and order, the 
Overſeers do jnform themſelves, whether the ſaid pariſh be 
the place where the Pauper was laſt legally ſettled, and do 
immediately enquire when, the next Quarter-Seffions of the 

x + Peace, for the ſaid Eaſt-Riding will be holden, and do 
take particular. care, in caſe they ſhall think it adviſeable 
to appeal againſt the order, that they do not by delay loſe the 
opportunity of ſo doing, but do give notice of appeal in due 


time 


— —— —— — » " - 1 


- 
o — ww ——— 2: £4 „ 
* 


* By the 9 G. c. 7. ſ. 1. No Juſtice ſhall order relief to any poor 
rſon, until cath be made before him of ſome matter, which he ſhall 
ulge to be a reaſonable cauſe for having ſuch relief, and that the 
ſame perſon had applied for relief to the pariſhioners, at ſome public 
meeting, or to two of the Overſeers, and was by them refuſed to be 
| — and until ſuch Juſtice hath ſummoned two of the Overſeers, - 
to ſhew cauſe why ſuch relief ſhould not be given, and the perſon ſo 
ſummoned hath been heard, or made default to appear, | 


a 


time, the Act of Parli ment requiting that the appeal all 
be made at the et Aarter- ons a rene. 


044, blind, lame, That in eaſe the Overfeers ſhall at any time think it pe- 


— 
. , may * rey ww 4 14 N 9 
lieyed out of the blind, lame, diſe 


„or impotent perſon, it be conhdered | 
at the next S ng Nec peel would de 
more cotnfortably provided for „ and taken care of at home, 
of by any relation or friend, and ſhould therefore continue 
to be relieved qut of the 3 or {hould be taken into 
the houſe; and that "the Overſeers ar the time of ordering 
relief to be given, do order ſuch perſon” tò attend the then 
next 'monthly meeting, to anſwer ſuch queſtions as may be 
ated him. ene Nan T7 191 er. 


be de, cefſary to order any relief out of "the bouſe, to any old, 
: 


The caſual Poor That in caſe the Overſeers ſhall af zay ume think it ne- 
perry reef ou cf ry, to order à temporary relief” our” of the houſe, to 


- 
” 
T4 s 


Relief not to be Overſeers do take eſpeci 


YR 


„ _ ober, ordetly, induftrious perſon, who, by reaſon of 
__ fickneſs,” lamen 77 Want of work in che winter, or at 
any other time, dt by reaſon of having a great number of 
ſmall children, or for any other temporary cauſe,  ſhalf” 
have become caſually poor, and really unable (after ufſng 

all his care and diligerte) to maintain Himſelf und family, 

it be confideted” m the next monthly meeting, whether it 
wyoluld not be Vetter, during ſuch tempotar. ier fin, to al- 
low ſuch perſon a weekly relief gut of the houfe, than to, 
compel ſuch perſon id break up boufe-Feeping , and come 
into the houfe; and mat the Overſeers, ar the time of their 
ordering relief to be given, do order ſuch per ſon io attend 

mme then next monthly meeting, to ah ſwer fuch queſtions as 
may de afked” Hir. But that in giving relief out of the 
houfe for any temporary caufe, the Overſeers do take great 
care that the ſame be not continued any longer than ie 
reaſon for v hich it was given ball eontidue. And that the 

al care not to grant relief oat of the 


Fe be de pre, houſe to any diſſolute perſon, or any perfon in health, and . 


fligate, ab 
a 


le-bodied ur,der no difabiliry, or inability of maigtaining bimſelf; 
but only to ſuch per ons 3s upon 2 certainty, mutt otherwiſe 
de under the neceffity of accepting the tetief afforded by the 
houſe; left in hopes of the like, it ſhould tempt” others tg 
trouble ide Ovetfeers with applications for relief, when” they: © 

really do not either deſerve or ſtand in need of any. | 


Overſcers to make That the Overſeers ſhall yearly, within 14 days after 
up their account. other Overſcersthall be'appointed (or at the fartheſt; at the 


then next monthly” meeting) deliver in to the ſuccreding 
Overſeers, a juſt acchunt in writing, fairly” entered in 4 
book to be kept for that purpoſe, and figned by them, of all. . 
ſums by them received, or rated and not received; and alſo 
of all materials that fhall be in their hands, or in the hands 
of any of the poor to be wrought, and of all money 


1 
paid wo 


* 


FY 


CMM Fo 
by ſuch Overſeets {0 d, end of all other things 
all alſo. 


concerning their office ; and ſhall alſo pay and delives.over.— 4 


all ſums of money and other things, which ſhall be in their. 
hands, to the ſucceeding Over ſeers, and verify the ſame - 


upon oath, before one Juſtice of the Peace, on pain of being 


of the Statute of the 17 G. 


| hear and redreſs any complaints. 


committed to the common 1105 N to the directions 
„% 
That any man, or woman, running away, or threatening ren 


* 
to run away and leave their familes upon the pariſh, ſha way and ee 


„ 


be puniſhed according to the directions of the Statutes of the yarith. 
7 Fe 4+ 5 G. c. 8. 7 G. 0. 4. and 17 G. II. GC, $5 


IX. Of the Superintendence of the Inſti⸗ 


| tution. 

THAx the ſaid Overſeers, for the time being, and any Monthly meetings 
Ader occupiers of lands or tenements, within the ſaid pariſh, en tn be feld. 
to the annual value of $1. do meet at the ſaid houſe, the | 
firſt Sunday in every Calendar month, at four o'clock in te 
afternoon, to inſpect the provifions, and to ſee that the 

r, the houſe, the bedding, and the utenſils of houſehold 

kept cleanly ; to hear complaints, and to ſettle accounts 
with, and pay the Keeper, and to order any clothes, or 
what elſe may be wanted, and rectify what may be amiſs ; 
at which meeting, the perſons aſſembled, ſhall defray their 
own expenses. | 

That the Keeper do cauſe notice of each monthly merting Notice therecy to 
to be publiſhed in the pariſh church, immediately after di- be given in the pa- 
vine 8 in the forenoon of the day, on which ſuch 
meeting is purpoſed to be held, in order to remind the inka- 
bitants thereof. Wy N 1 — 

That the Overſeers for the time being, or any of the in- Houſe to be viſited 
habitants, occupying 5 1. per annum, do frequently call in 3 
at the houſe at meal times, to inſpect the proviſions, and 4 
ſee that the Poor be kept employed; and that the Poor, the 1 
bedding, the houſe and utenſils be kept cleanly, and to hear 
and redreſs any complaints; and in c+fe they find any cauſe 
for cenfure, that they do make report thereof at the next 
monthly meeting. | ? 

That theſe rules be ſhewn to his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Houſe to be viſked 
Peace for the Eaſt-Riding of the county of York, and that Ras. of we 
it be requeſted that any of them, at their leiſure, will be oo 
pleaſed to call in at the houſe to inſpect the proviſions, and 
to ſes that the Poor be kept employed, and that. the Poor, 
the bedding, the houſe and utenſils be kept cleanly, and to 
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X. Concerning theft Rules. 


ates to be appli THAT. theſe rules, although drawn up as for the male 


mal. pot only, be nevertheleſs applicable to females alſo. 
7 That theſe rules ſkall be read over once a, year, in the 
Rules to be read preſence of all the Pour at the monthly meeting, nent after 
" the appointment of new Overſeers. of the Por. 


over once a year ; 


, 2 "of * 
That ſo much of theſe rules as felates to the maintaining, 


E a "employing, and ordering of the Poor, and the management 
: 3044 © 108 e 


of the houſe and houſehold, be written fairly or printed, and 

be put into a frame, and hung up in ſome conf>ſcuos part 

of the*poorhouſe, and that the ſame be renewed from time 

to time, ſo that they may be always kept fair and legible, 

And copied in zand that theſe rules be alſo fairly entered in 3 book, io be 
* bought for that purpoſe, to be called, The Book of Statutes ; 
and that at any public monthly meeting, ſuch rules may be 


May be varied and varied, altered, changed, or repealed, ;or. any new ones 


nem ones made. made for the better keeping, maintaining, employing, go- 


verning, and regulating the Poor, as may be thought neceſ- 
ſary or expedient; but that ſuch rules or ordinances ſhall 


But tobe confirmed not be in force, unleſs confirmed at the next ſucceeding | 


c ſucce;dingment” monthly meeting, not unleſs the orders making and con- 
a book and figned. firming the ſame, be entered in the ſaid Book of Statures, 
and be ſigned by the perſons making the ſame, not being leſs 
than five- 4” | 5 a Wh | © 4 7 54 

© That all orders made at the ſaid monthly meetings for re- 

ceiving of Paupers into the houſe, for paying of the Out- 

Poor, or for making any other payments, or for any other 

_ purpoſes, which ſhall be then thought neceſſary, or expe- 

dient, ſhall be fairly entered in another book, to be provided 


| Another book tobe for that purpoſe, to be called, The. Order Book; and that 


orders at the all ſuch ordets be figned by one of the Overſeers of the 
PR eke. Poor, at every monthly meeting. 

XI. The Concluſion, wheteby the Pa- 
riſlioners agree to abide by theſe; Rules. 


IO all which rules, in order that the ſame may. become 
firmly eftabliſhed, and be binding and effectual for the * 


poſe hereby intended; the Church-Wardens and Overfeers . 


| of the Poor of the ſaid pariſh, wich the unanimous confent 
of "the pariſhioners, or inhabitants of the faid par iſh «1- 
/ 5. *Fenibled at a public meeting, held for that purpoſe, upon 
uu notice thereof firſt given, do hereby heartily confent 
And agree. In teſtimony whereof, as well the fd Church- 
Wardens and Overſeers, and other pariſhioners and inhabi- 
tants, preſent at the ſaid meeting ; as alſo 
(the Keeper contracted with) have hereunto fer 

their hands, ths day of 179. 
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_ A SUMMARY COM PAR ATI V E VI EW er ley. At York: At Cottingham, | Ht Leckonfield ; At Driffield. At Loes and Wilford. 
2 n | 0g . l g | 
Of the Different Terms at the ſeveral Poorhouſes or Workhouſes |} | 
” ESTABLISHED AT THR ; * * 
8 _ Gy of 7, ork, at Beverley, Cottingham, Leckonfield, and Driffield, in the Ea/t-Riding of the * 
3 chunt of 7: ork, and for the Incorporated Hundreds of Loes and Wilford, in Suffolk, | 
CONTAINING THIRTY-THREE PARISHES. | | 1 
* AS. the poorhouſe rented or hired ? And, if it was, at how much per annum? And what did i * x a 1 * 
W 171 9 was the ſame purchaſed, or built by the Pariſh? Aud, "if ſo, 3 — che coſt of = ce, an of the fr: Built a great number of Bs | | purchaſing, building, cl 5. 5 
| £ 2 anvs, „cioath- 
KEEPTNG How many rooms are there in the fabric, and to what uſe is each appropriated reſpectively? 1 88 8 ing ce. 9200. 
In particular are the fingle men and ſingle women kept ſeparate ? ves | | | 
3 2 wes ASE re * COD from the dalle: Yes 
© Are old, the blind, t . diſeaſed, | ; | 15 | | bd 
* a the je — 1 — - 1 Bs he N 2 deſerving, and the impotent kept ſeparate — Are pes * mn 
ws Are the idle, the profligate, and the unruly kept together, or ſeparate from each other? IE 


4 All rogether in the day-time 
Are the poor kept by contract with any perſon, or at the general expence of the pariſh without any contract? 


By contract with a keeper By contra with £ 6 7 At the general expence of the | 1 
It by contract, are the following articles found and provided by the keeper, or by the pariſh, viz, We , pariſh, without apy contrat q : By contract with a keeper 
eat ! | | 
Drink? 2 ** | By the keeper 
a * Walking? .* Ditto ES | Dicto 
5 Lodging? Ditto Ditto 
Mending ? Ditto | Dirto 
* Employment? 1 Ditto | By the pariſh 
Materials and tools for working ? Ditto | 5 keeper 
ö ; Kto 
; * y the truſtees Keeper has 11 58 a hea for 2 28 1 Ke has 158 4 iece; - r B the iſh 
S Coals ? (and are they limited to any, and what quantity?) 4 chald. provided by truſtees Larry oy 122 the reſt F | BY 82 pariſh 1 TT annum F | Fn ; 5 
Medicines? (and are they found for any, and what ſum certain ? ) No fixed ſum. Apothecary f y Keeper Pariſh to find about 8chaldton | Pariſh find three thaldron By the keeper 
paid by truſtees ay Apothecary 251. a year | Apothecary makes out a bill By the pariſh 
* Coffins? (and is there any, and what fixed price for one ? Above 4f. 6i,- 78. from zt. 
F 4 8 OR ! Y, pr ) | ny rg 6d. under Seven ſhillings and ſixpence Eight Shillings Dane 
„ hag . er ann, paid quarterly | Not any Clary Six bones, | ga er an hoſeto ein gel por ann. he Bee. 
* Are A and what officers, ſervants, helpers, or attendants ? And if there be, at what ſalaries of- wies cu e e 28. 4d. per head per week 18. 6d. per head, per week Is. 6d: per head, per week . 
Is there any particular puniſument for him in caſe of miſbehaviour ? Woes Salaries and allowances we 
Has he any thing, and what extra, for a lying-in woman ? 208. for lying-in montli <a | | officers, 22cl. per ann. 
6 Has he or the pariſh the benefit of the labour and ſervice of the poor ? The ke ON The * dy 208. for the lying · ni month The pariſh pays the extra 
*. 8 Has the poor any, and what allowance, for their labour and ſervice ? 2d. in the ſhillin 2d. in the ſhilling The pariſh The keeper * 
FAA INFENANCE. What have the poor for breakfaſt ? Bread and milk, or milk? | Bread and milk, and oat-? Bread and milk or milk pot- At the keeper's pleaſure 
* * 8 pottage, or broth meal, or broth c A a 4. Bread and milk, or milk EY 
/ ME A. — on Salad Ditto and ſometimes cheeſe | Ditto Ditto _ ; tage 
| s Mon Jay _ meat wh herbs or roots : leſh and vegetables Beef, potatoes & dumplings | 2 broth and bre ad 
| eaſe pottage ice puddin "rb eſh broth a re 
Tueſday Baked odd n Pudding or Grating Flour puddings, treaclefauce What convenient to Keeper 
| Thartley? Rice milk or turmenty Furmenty —— Bice Ditto 
> 210908 . As Sunday | As Sunday | Ditto « 
* if 1 | Haſty puddings As Monday Cakes and mill hos 
wwe buen the weight of fieſhi or farina ur food allowed for ne pern i ech mend. Dumplings or baked cles | Peaſe potrage— 1 Dito | 
DRINK. | What is the common beverage of the poor? * 7 Water Water ö No weight or meaſure fixed 
EMPLOYMENT: Tn what kind of work are the poor employed? Kaitting, ſpinning, teaſing 2 |. na — | 
Whe would be the beſt kind of employment for therh ? oakum, and houſe-work e What the keeper chuſes Spinning wool only 
ave they any, and what taſk ſet to perf ; is the numt ; > 3. EF EPI AS : l 
by nu ind er be ſtipulate what ar 2 nbd, or is the number of hours which they are to work Mtipulated ; and, if me At the Keeper's diſcretion Ar the keeper%s diſcretion Nothing fixed 
t whoſe expence are the tools and materials for working provided? By the pati keeper ? | | 22 
| | Are the poor ſuffered to go at large, and retucn when Bos pleaſe? n 7 | 8 * mit N N No 
MANAGEMENT of the HOUSE; e _ =_ bring their beds along with them into the houſe? | | Always 88 * | Go & come when they pleaſe | 
Are thayuor provided with a rencher, kiſe an fork, (pon ad fx porringr, at coming ito the doaſe? C Yes r 
2 1 k | k 4 fo Ho ö 6 
* ** married people's bed · ſteads incloſed round with boards? 5 Sy EEG INE OK | Ought To be | 
What bedding is there to each bed ? 2 blankets, K _ 2 blankets, 2 ſheets, a bolſter, . N 
Of what quality is the bread? "ITE ; MOOR ALT EPO | | Good wh bre 
How many fires have you in ſummer ; and how many have you in winter? . apdrie mped an 2 1 . | 
5 3 What method do you take to purify the clothes of any poor infected with vermin 7 | | | 
ORDERING of the POOR: When de the poor riſe and go to bed in ſummer; and when in winter ? In ſuminer lie from gto 6; 2 Go to bed at ꝙ in ſummer, When they pleaſe Riſe at 7, and goto bed at 7 | 
Whar titne is allowed for meals? | in winter from 8 toÞ. and 8 in winter eg | 12 | 
How often is their linen, &c. waſhed ? | Half an hour | | 
How often are their ſheets waſhed ? _ —— " ama | | = | Once a- week | 
Is there any, and what puniſhment, inflicted npon the poor for drunkenneſs ? mY pb hear - 1 | f Once a- month 
And lewd, immoral, or diſorderly behaviour ? | For firſt offence loſe their“ ; 
Being noify, clamorons, or quarelſome ? Nee. 1 7 8 e t 4 | 
2s 3 een woe ok ens | 
efuſing to ny work or s. 507 80 * | | . F YE Te I | wack 
Being idle Don — 9 * appointed by the keeper ? | | day, third ſtill further pu-? At the keepers diſcretion. | Sent tothe houſeofcorrettion / 
Feigning any illneſs, lameneſs, or blindneſs ? ” | | — 7 for the fourth | ; 
For waſting, ſpoiling, or miſuſing any work, furniture, or prov iGon? nA 9 apps A 0 8 | 
| Or for leaving the houſe withour leave ? Expelled j | 
NF A-N. T8 = E. 3 Pas 4 a viz. under four years old, brought up in the hoüſe, or put ont elſewhere to nürſe? No certain rule N | In mother's abſence put out | 
brought vp in the houſe, how wany children may have been reared i :t their bi r ve | | 
. | old, upon an average, for any number of os by-paſt ? ed in the houſe per annum, betwixt their birth and four years Twelve | to macs | 
4 E AR NIN S. What may be earned per week, upon an average, hy the poor 5 \ | 12 thillin * ; | Very little, as few, but very | | The average of 3 years, vis. 2 
| ; | | | | | 4 | old come in & 75.252. 8s. i 
0.U TT. ö 0; Are the out poor limited not to receive more than ſome certain ſum, and what ſum per week ? Not exceed td. per head. un ? a | ER: rant 1773,74, & 75,2531· 58. 10df 
What are the cauſes for which the poor generally are relieved out of the houſe? ee | | ! | 
Are any others than the really neceſſitous and deſerving relieved out of the houſe ? 7 | 1 
| \ - | * * 
SU : | ; t : He | 3 2 A meeting of the truſtees at] ö 0 
PERINTENDENCE. I. e the — — Overſeers of the Poor and inhabitants, or any others, at any, and what certain time | the 4 thefirſt pu F | 
j 31 3 "_ robe eu weekly or other wife, to inſpett the provifons, and to ſee that the Poor be kept day in every month, and 7 b ag de ; F 
r Krug ares et bedding, and the atenits of houſehold, be kept cleanly, and to ſettle ac- } | truſtees appointed toattend A meeting of e Once à month The overſeers examine and 7 
- ark ? | ö order any clothes, or what elfe may be wanted, and reQify what may be weekly. The accounts MAS pay every week 
u U 1 * % | | | ſettled annually, on notice | 
E 8. * there any, and wh i | 1 3 , | given at the churches | | 
7 | 1 1 No on e go ordinances, either written or printed, for the management of the houſe and houſehold, and > | Printed orders hung up in? | Left to the committee of y 1 :nted rul 
r | i 5 poor? roger ut eg, | Ruled by juſtices Have ſome printed rules 
| T T. Fg * pogrhouſe thought to be relevant both to the poor and to the pariſh? Fee 0 managers Certaiul 
13 4 10 5 ” . N | es Les N rtain y Yes «* 
| many poor perſons are maintained in the poorhouſe every week upon an average; 1 8 . | wy 
4 How many are relieved ont of the houfe every week n av ? F 1 | _—. | | | | Six or ſeven "Wl [> the houſe 200 ot 2 
i ? 8 5 N 05 3 | 1 b ps ie g | : DOG | Before be built, ors ? 
| a 2 | | | . 1 | 10 5 | . | e | rates increaſed annually. 
FF much 1 is raited by the poor rates per ann. taking the average of any number of years laſt paſl /? 5 r 82 | | | WON No increaſe lince, tough 2069 l. 98. di. per ann 
1 . s 4 1 1 | 9855 ö | N ' | 1 pariſh have paid off every: 2009)" e 5 
F JJJͤöͥͤ¼L L ĩ NF | i; | , <A. | 3 8 + year 20l. towards diſcharg - | 
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